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NEW SEA FRONT 
PLAY AREA OPENS 

IN LOWESTOFT
Following the allocation of funding from 

the former Waveney District Council - now 
East Suffolk Council - and a contribution of 
£10,000 from the Lowestoft Tourism Group, 
work to extend the play area at Royal Green 
began in April and was completed ahead of 
schedule and just before the launch of the 

much anticpated    First Light Festival.

Craig Rivett, East Suffolk’s deputy leader and 
cabinet member for economic development 

and regeneration, is seen holding a cheque for 
£10,000  from Lowestoft Tourism Group with 

their chairman Tony Gittins

Because sometimes laying under trees and walking barefoot in nature is the only thing to do
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Welcome to the July edition of The Bugle. 
Last month we had a very large 28 page magazine  
and whilst it was fabulous, we have decided to 
maintain The Bugle as a 20 - 24 page magazine in 
the future.  This is so that we can continue to operate 
it with just the two of us.
 

Our What’s On Guide is very well supported and 
once again this month we are full to bursting.  The 
service is Free and is essentially for community 
fundraising events and gatherings.
All articles, letters and items that did not make it into 
the magazine each month are available to view and 
download from our website.  www.buglemag.co.uk
Its like a magazine extension!
Why not visit the site today?
Although our copy deadline for advertising, editorials 
and articles is always the 18th of the month prior to 
publication please get your material to us early.  For 
all your advertising needs across the area - call:
01502 578074   or E:  the.buglemag@yahoo.co.uk
and enjoy the sunshine!

The Bugle Magazine
Local People, Local events, Local Business

Wednesday 7th August 10am-12noon:  Coffee Morning and 
Tombola at The Crown Hotel, Southwold.

Saturday 10th August Street Collections throughout the 
Town plus Cake Stall in The High Street

Stormy Stan, The RNLI Mascot, on Walkabout (Promenade, 
Sea Front and High Street)   Kid’s Treasure Hunt 
Lowestoft Model Boat Club at the Boating Lake 

11am  Lifeboat and Crew demonstrating rescues at Sea 

With grateful thanks to all our sponsors and supporters

Support Southwold Lifeboat!
RNLI Lifeboat Week  

5th-11th August 2019
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Lowestoft is celebrating the town’s unique position 
as the most easterly place in the UK with the 
development of The Ness, on Whapload Road. 
Lowestoft Town Council and East Suffolk Council -  
working in partnership - aim to secure the future of the 
net drying racks, create a play and picnic area and 
celebrate the history of the Denes. 
A series of free, fun events has been developed to 
encourage use of the space and to give residents and 
visitors updates on the developments. Work is due to 
start in July with an anticipated completion date of 
December 2019.
July sees The Ness, and Easterly, a Suffolk artist 
collective, deliver a series of Saturday art workshops 
and demonstrations. Using the landscape of The Ness 
as inspiration these will be fun and informative and 
open to anyone of any artistic ability. All the sessions 
take place in Unit 22, Britten Centre, Lowestoft. The 
first in the series, Saturday 6 July 2019, sees artist 
Miriam King working with a group to develop a pen 
and ink sketch. Ni Gooding invites you to drop in on 
Saturday 13 July to try screen printing. Acclaimed artist 
Mark Burrell will be painting magical landscapes on 
Saturday 20 July. The final weekend, Saturday 27 July, 
sees local company *Paper-works take over the unit 
to deliver a session on Lino cut in the morning and Dry 
point in the afternoon. All the workshops are free, for 
the session on Screen Printing just pop along to the unit 
and have a go. The other three have limited places so 
booking is required.
July also sees the screening of The Greatest Showman 
at Sparrows Nest Gardens on Wednesday 10 July.

A Secret Cinema event, there are 200 headsets 
available so be sure to book. The screening will start at 
9.15pm so make sure you arrive in time with your own 
chairs and blankets to get a good spot.
Beach School is back on 24 July at 10am Starting at 
Lowestoft Maritime Museum and heading North, under 
13’s are encouraged to think about the environment, 
well-being and heritage on a trip along The Ness and 
The Denes finishing at 12 noon. This is an all-weather 
event so it could be either wellies, or flip flops!
Summer holidays have always been fun in Sparrows 
Nest and every Thursday from 25 July for 6 weeks 
there will be fun, free ‘Small Fry’ events for children. 
Lowestoft Maritime Museum in partnership with Making 
Waves Together will be running craft events over 
several Thursdays so there’s something for everyone. 
No need to book, just come along. 
There’s still time to enter Rise & Shine, The Ness’s 
photography competition. Just email your photo’s with 
Rise & Shine as the subject along with your name and 
telephone number to:
lowestoftimageproject@gmail.com. Entries are online 
at www.lowestoftimageproject.co.uk and Facebook. 
The three with the most likes will be displayed at 
Lowestoft Central Parcel Office 23 – 26 August 
For tickets and information go to 
www.lowestofttowncouncil.gov.uk/events
Facebook: @thenesslowestoft 
Twitter: @thenesslowesto1 
Instagram: @thenesslowestoft
See our advert on the front page!

The Ness - Lowestoft’s most easterly park - events!

One kind word is all it takes sometimes to change a person’s whole day
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One of my favourite 1960s records was Simon & 
Garfunkel’s ‘The Sound of Silence’.  Sadly the sound of 
silence is a sound that all of us hear too little, if at all. 
And silence is such a special thing.
 

I used to love going out in our very long ‘council house’ 
back garden many years ago and just sit among the 
bushes and flowers in the silence of the day.  We were 
fortunate as we lived away from the hustle and bustle 
of the town and the road nearby saw occasional cars 
but not many!  I could sit there and be in nature and  
watch as the bees and butterflies surrounded me.  I am 
sure they used to know me, flying in to check me out - 
even landing on me for a while before flying off again.  
My days were wonderfully serene.  
It was a special time when the silence allowed my 
imagination to flow.  At that time of my life I had not 
learned of ghosts, fairies, and all the other entities we 
are taught not to believe in today.  That came later. 
This young little Elsie was as happy as it was possible 
to be embarking on adventures in the garden with 
dragons, elves, goblins and sprites.  When the world 

you occupy is quiet, your mind can be let loose 
and fantastic realms come into being amid terrific 
adventures.  
It was only once I was grown, I discovered that this 
world we inhabit really does contain so very much 
more than most people know - or want to know.  
Everyday life is so full of unnatural noise and bustle.
Perhaps you can try at least a couple of times a week 
to let your children have their ‘Imagination Time’? 
A time when their little minds can wander, grow and 
develop.  
Not only the little ones, you can all do it.   Next time 
you are out walking in the countryside or on a deserted 
beach, why not turn off the Ipod, and your phone?  
Tune in to the bird song in the countryside or the waves 
on the shore.  Allow your mind to drift into your own 
world of imagination - or just enjoy the sound of silence.  
Not total silence perhaps but to tune out the irritating 
noise of everyday town life.  Let your mind wander on 
it’s own!  You will be glad you did.       

SURVIVING UNITED
We are a local peer support group offering group sessions for survivors of sexual, domestic and 
psychological abuse.  We are run by volunteers and survivors. 
LOWESTOFT  The Kirkley Centre, 154 London Rd South, Lowestoft NR33 0AZ
FEMALE GROUP     Evening    6pm – 8pm       1st and 3rd Monday of each month
                               Day          10am – 12pm    2nd and 4th Monday of each month
MALE GROUP         Day          10am – 12pm    Last Friday of each month

 For info please call Angela Marnoch on 07900391412  Or visit our website: www.survivingunited.org
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New insights by Ivan Bunn on the past importance and present relevance 
of David Fisher’s circuit of theatres in East Anglia. 

Saturday July 27, The Players Theatre, Battery Green, Lowestoft.
David Fisher (1760-1832) was an enterprising actor and theatre manager of the late 18th and early 19th 
C whose business-like approach in the management of his actors, and his care of scenery and costumes 
had by 1800 established a profitable touring Company, ‘the Norfolk and Suffolk Company of Comedians’, 
largely made up of members of his own talented family. By 1810, he decided that his Company was 
profitable enough to build his own theatres instead of setting up his plays in inadequate playhouses.
Between his first at Lowestoft in 1812 and his last two in Bungay and North Walsham in 1828, David 
Fisher built a total of 13 theatres around East Anglia which his Company would visit for two months each 
in sequence thus forming a highly professional 2-year circuit.  
With access to the research-notes and documents of the late Moira Field, who was the acknowledged 
expert on Fisher, Lowestoft historian Ivan Bunn provides fascinating new insights into his History. 
A stimulating music programme, selected to fit the Fisher Playbills, will be provided throughout by ‘The 
Crown Street Squeezers’ (compered by Mel of the Waveney Folk Club), while expert piano-playing by the 
Players’ Maestro Jon Gibbs will once again maintain the mood and the musicality in the Bar throughout 
the interval.  In view of current attempts to ‘future-proof’ the last Fisher Theatre (at Bungay), and to 
re-build the heating system of the Players Theatre in Lowestoft these two theatres are jointly promoting 
this evening. Even our musicians are part of this story. The ‘Crown Street Squeezers” first  got together as 
a loose group in Crown Street Hall which was of course originally the Lowestoft Fisher Theatre, and David 
Fisher’s first! All very appropriate. Booking details are found on our advertisement below!
Bob Dickson, Lowestoft Players, bobandd@btinternet.com    Ruth Selwyn Crome  fishertheatrecampaign@gmail.com 

Here are the four drifters left to right;  Peace Wave, Present Friends, Patria and Dick Whittington. 
I continue to use that shot of the Peace Wave even though it sits further back with Locarno in foreground 

Photo credit Port of Lowestoft Research Society (PLRS)

Make today so awesome, yesterday gets jealous
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HALESWORTH to SOUTHWOLD NARROW GAUGE RAILWAY SOCIETY
Dedicated to restoring Halesworth’s lost railway 

Now that HSNGR volunteers have completed the 
two tracklaying projects on Halesworth Millennium 
Green – the 1914 locomotive shed and the main 
line panel on the Folly bridge – we are very pleased 
to say that the Millennium Green Trustees have 
agreed that we can lay more of the railway, back 
where it existed before 1941.  Thus we will be 
replacing track from the bridge northwards to the 
East Suffolk Line boundary, making it about 2 
chains in length.  The coast of this is substantial, 
and is complicated by the difficulty of access, so we 
have established a Fund – “Sponsor a Sleeper” – to 
help with these costs.  
   Each sleeper, with its associated rails, fixings, 
membrane and ballast (plus delivery costs) can be 
sponsored for £35.00, and the sponsor will have 
their initials on “their” sleeper, which they can go 
to see at any time.  Sponsorship can be done on 
our website (see below), or by post to our office 
address (on the website).  Almost one fifth of the 
sleepers have already been sponsored.
  The second project is to re-instate the Millennium 
Green’s original point-work parts in exactly the 
place where they were used from 1914 to 1929, 
forming the junction to the locomotive shed.  They 
are incomplete, so other parts will have to be 
sourced and adapted to complete this project.  
A separate sponsorship fund will be established 
when we have a better idea on final costs.  As 
far as we know, such re-installation of original 
pointwork has never been done before on any 
heritage railway. The third project is to provide 

a typical contractor’s wagon, in the style of the 
original railway’s stock, to be posed on the track 
we have already re-laid at the Folly loco shed 
site:  HSNGR already has a suitable underframe, 
which is under restoration.  A timber three-plank 
dropside body will be built on this.
Our Membership is fast approaching 80, and 
growing fast.  However, we do need some more 
working volunteers to make the projects a reality:  
we work on Tuesdays and Sundays, and volunteers 
must be Members.  

Contact us if you’d like to know more, or to look 
around our workshop.
To join the Society please print out the form on 
www.halesworthtosouthwoldrailway.co.uk p
ost it to us at HSNGRS, Cornfield Mews, 6A 
Stradbroke Road, Southwold, Suffolk, IP18 6LQ.  
  Or ring 07379 789665 and leave a message.
James Hewett and Ken Penrose, Co-Chairmen

We always receive more articles than we can possibly publish and we do try to get in as many as we can.
We prepare all the ones that don’t make it and publish them on our website, where they are available to 

read and download for the whole of the month!     Seek them out at www.buglemag.co.uk

Members relax after tracklaying
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Beccles Lions Annual Charity Fun Run
Sunday 1st September 2019 on Beccles Sports Field, Avenue and Common

The 2nd Annual Beccles Lions Club Charity Fun Run will take place on Beccles Common 
on Sunday 1st September 2019. The event is for those wishing to improve their health or 

join in with other like-minded people. 
The emphasis is on fun and enjoyment with runs of distances 3k, 5k and 1k for children 

under 9. There will be a prizes for “Fancy Dress” and a Team Relay Event where the wining 
team will receive the first Beccles Lions Team Relay Challenge Trophy. 

For more details and how to register visit our website at www.beccleslions.club 

Memories of 
Dunwich School
There is a School Reunion Celebration on 

5th August from1pm to 4 pm at 
Dunwich Reading Room  

St James Street  Dunwich.
Please come along and celebrate.

Bring your friends and family. Bring your old 
photos and bring your memories. Dunwich 

was a very special school.  
We have a digitised copy of the 

Attendance Records of the school going 
right back to 1885 through to 1963.

Come along and find you and your friends 
there. 

Suffolk Records Office will be here to record 
your stories.  Meanwhile It would be great 

to hear from you. 
You could speak to Jane  Hamilton at the 

Dunwich Museum  01728 648796 . Email 
manager@dunwichmuseum.org.uk or  

Debra  Hyatt on 01728 648960. 
E:  debra.hyatt@btinternet.com

Lowestoft Youth Support Committee  
East Point Academy Saturday 6th July.

Between them, Sharon & Nigel Burrage have been working in 
the local youth sector for about 30 years and have decided that 
they would like to get together with other like-minded people to 

further enhance the work that they do.   
To this end they would like to form a committee in order to bring 

together other people who work with the youth of Lowestoft.  
The object would be to network and to share ideas and skills 
with each other and then be able to promote all the groups 

and organisations to the local public.
They are holding their first event at East Point Academy on 

Saturday 6th July 8.30 to set up and then 9am untill 10am for 
networking for groups that have joined them. Then 10am untill 

4pm they are open to the public. They would both love people 
to come and join in to see what is out there for youth and info 

for parents. They are starting in Kirkley and Elm Tree wards as this 
is the area that they started out in!

The couple do plan to have other events in the different 
wards to promote what is available. Do pop along and join in, 
everyone will be made most welcome. If you would like any 

more information please contact Sharon & Nigel 
on Email: lowestoft.y.s.c@gmail.com 

Thank you for all your help and support.
Sharon Burrage lowestoft Youth Support Committee 

There are people we meet in life who make everything seem magical - cherish them
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I’ve got lots to tell you this month, so let’s get started 
by sharing our good news that Leiston Film Theatre has 
recently received a Certificate of Excellence from Trip 
Advisor, in recognition of receiving such consistently 
positive reviews on the popular traveller website. We 
absolutely love seeing such wonderful comments 
about our venue, which really does make all our hard 
work worthwhile. See for yourself, or even leave your 
own review at: www.tripadvisior.co.uk.
     We’ve been welcoming some big crowds to our 
wonderful venue lately, to enjoy the array of fine films 
and terrific live shows. We’ve also been really busy 
moving forward with our foyer refurbishment and 
we hope to have everything completed in time for 
our summer season, with blockbuster films including 
Rocketman, Toy Story 4, Spider-Man: Far from Home, 
The Queen’s Corgi and the eagerly awaited live 
action version of The Lion King all coming to our screen 
in the coming weeks.
    Our foyer improvements will also include the 
introduction of a Visitor Information Point, or V.I.P. 
for short - quite fitting don’t you think? Visitors will be 

able to pop in and obtain information on what’s on, 
accommodation, where to eat and drink and all 
manner of attractions that Leiston and district has to 
offer. 
    Our BIG film for July, which is already receiving 
some great reviews is on screen at the Film Theatre 
from the UK release date of Friday 28th June and is 
the romantic feel-good film, Yesterday (12A), from 
director Danny Boyle and starring Himesh Patel, Lily 
James and Ed Sheeran. The film tells the story of a 
struggling musician, whose fortunes turn when he 
wakes after a cycle accident to find that The Beatles 
have never existed! Cloning their songs as his own, he 
becomes an overnight singing sensation. Extensively 
filmed in Suffolk and Norfolk, with locations including 
Southwold, Lowestoft, Halesworth and the Latitude 
music festival and with countless locals used as ‘extras’ 
during filming, the film looks set to be another success 
for writer Richard Curtis (Four Weddings and a Funeral, 
Love Actually). The film will be on screen until Thursday 
18th July, with tickets now on sale at: 
www.leistonfilmtheatre.co.uk   Wayne Burns 

THE TRAIL OF THREADS IN BECCLES
2019 marks the 20th (china) anniversary of the Waveney branch of the Embroiderers’ 
Guild which was founded to raise the profile of textile and stitched art. It was felt that 

this important event should be marked in some way and an exhibition of members’ 
work based on the theme of ‘china’ will be displayed in shops throughout Beccles town 

from 1st July – August 31st. entitled ‘Trail of Threads’. 
A list of participating shops with a map will be available at Beccles Library where there 

will also be adisplay cabinet of other work by Guild members.  
For more information about the Guild nationally visit embroiderersguild.com

or for local branch information contact:  chair.waveney@embroiderersguildeast.org.uk  

LEISTON FILM THEATRE NEWS
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THE D DAY REHEARSALS NO-ONE TALKS ABOUT  
With Ken Brickell

Whilst most of the country watched the D-Day 
celebrations, no mention was made of the D-Day 
Rehearsals at Slapton Sands in Devon when 
because of a cock-up by the Royal Navy, nearly 
1,000 American soldiers and sailors were killed 
trying to land on this beach. It occurred on 27th 
April 1944. It only came to light because a local 
man went fishing - and hooked a Sherman tank It 
was what remained of Exercise Tiger.
   Before that, on 4th November, Sir John Daw, 
Chairman of Devon County Council received a call 
from the War Office informing him that a large area 
of his countryside was to be requisitioned under 
the 1939 Defence Regulations and Compensation 
Act and it had to be totally evacuated by 10th 
December. This meant that 30,000 acres of land 
involving six parishes, 3,000 people, 180 farms, 
750 families had to leave the area with effect from 
that 10th December. Slapton Sands resembled 
Utah Beach. On the day in question, nearly 
1,000 men died, but on the day of the actual 
D-Day landings at Utah beach, only about 200 
died. Many were buried in shallow graves near 
Slapton, but were disinterred and eventually 
reburied at the American cemetery at Madingly Hill 
near Cambridge. I have a copy of the book “The 
Forgotten Dead” by Ken Small.
    In it, he tells of the failed exercise because the 
US landing crafts containing men and machinery 
were to be accompanied by two Royal Navy ships, 
the HMS Azelea and a WW1 destroyer, HMS 
Scimitar. Unfortunately, the Scimitar had suffered

collision damage previously and had to put in to 
port for repairs. The cock-up came because there 
had been a change in the radio frequencies sent 
to the RN ships, but a different frequency went to 
the US landing craft. The idea was that the landing 
craft would be bombarded with live ammunition 
for reality’s sake.  But the landing craft were in the 
wrong place at the wrong time and the result was 
nearly 1,000 dead.
   Ken Small made it his life’s ambition to rescue 
that Sherman Tank and set it up on a plinth beside 
the road through Slapton. Because of his efforts, 
he was feted by President Ronald Reagan, but 
snubbed by the Admiralty.

  

It is an excellent read, still available on EBay

Ken Small standing proudly 
on the tank as it was 
winched from the sea.

When a flower doesn’t grow you fix the environment in which it grows - not the flower
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Wednesday 3rd July, Clairvoyant Evening with Carol Palmer. 7pm - 9pm. Ringsfield Village Hall, NR34 8NT. £5 on the door 
includes tea/coffee. Contact 07749714747
Through July & August, 10am – 4pm  Embroidery Exhibition “Peace and Love” St. Mary’s Church, Bungay, Bungay Textile Group
Now on and until Saturday 31st August Trail of Threads exhibition in shop windows in Beccles to celebrate the 20th anniversary 
of the Waveney branch of the Embroiderers Guild. Maps available in Beccles library.
Wednesday 3rd July Reydon Women’s Institute meeting at Reydon Village Hall at 2.30 pm. Mr M Mitchell talks about the Story 
of Woodbridge Tide Mill. All welcome. Contact Sue Pretty 01502 724361

Saturday 6th & Sunday 7th July History of Sotterley Exhibition from 1pm -4pm by local historians Ray Edwards and Patricia Laws. 
At The Chapel,Sotterley Crossroads Sotterley Nr Beccles NR34 7UA. Refreshments. All welcome.
Sunday 7th July Loddon Antiques and Collectors Fair, Jubilee Hall, George Lane, Loddon NR14 6NB 9-4.  Over 40 stalls, hot and 
cold refreshements.  £1 entry (trade and children free) Contact Tel 01502 711174 www.facebook.com/loddonantiquesfair
Sunday 7th July . Bramfield Hall Garden OPEN 2-5pm. Entrance £3. In aid of St Andrew’s Church. Teas. Pedestrian Entrance on 
Walpole Road opposite the church and parking directions on A144. Dogs on leads.
Wednesday 10 July Beccles Friends of Cancer Research UK, Cream Tea Afternoon. Beccles Public Hall 2.15pm to 4pm. Open at 
2pm.  Entertainment at 3pm by David Johnson, a talented local pianist  Tickets £6 from Beccles Public hall box office or online.
Wednesday 10th July 12.30pm: Free Lunchtime Recital at St Mary’s Church, Halesworth. Zoe-Anne Wadey -  Beginner to Expert, 
introducing students of the ukulele and other instruments. Picnic in the Pews 12pm. Light snacks to buy or bring your own.
Wednesday 10th July.  Versus Arthritis Drop In Meeting. 10am-12.30  Beccles Library. Info email c.preston@versusarthritis.org
Thursday 11th July Halesworth dementia Carers’ Fund Invites you to its Annual General Meeting  between 2 and 4 pm
at the Stables, The Angel Hotel, Halesworth RSVP to dave.hdcf@btinternet.com 
Thursday 11th July. 6.30pm St. Mary’s Church, Bungay, ‘Soiree In The Priory’ with Rumpus Ukulele Band nfo:  John 01986 892855
Friday 12th - Sunday 14th July  Flower Festival -by members of Lowestoft Flower Club and others. 10am - 4pm.  St. Peter’s 
Church, Gunton Church Lane, NR32 4LZ. Refreshments, lunches, stalls, raffle and free concert on Saturday and Sunday at 2.30pm
Friday 12th  July– Sunday 14th ,July 10am – 4.00pm  At St. Mary’s Church, Bungay,Flower Festival by Bungay Flower Club.
Saturday  13th July  Pizza Party & Free Movie Night for all children ( under 9 to be accompanied by an adult). £5 (Pizza and soft 
drinks) from 4-6pm.  At Ruckus MMA gym 38 London Road North.  Bookings close on 12th July Phone 07432678838
Saturday 13th July  Summer Fayre at Wangford Community Centre NR34 8RG.  2pm start.  Varied Stalls, Bric-a-brac, Raffle, 
Cakes.   Refreshments.  Free Admission. Proceeds to Wangford & District Community Council
Saturday 13th July  Summer Fete at Pakefield Church - 2pm. featuring Hobby Horse Show Jumping, Teddy Agility, raffle, stalls, 
sideshows, etc. plus the usual delicious refreshments there and to take away.  Fun for all the family.” 
Saturday 13th July Yoxford Village Hall, Old High Road.  Breakfast,Car Boot and Crafts  In the small hall a taster session of table 
tennis. 10am - 1pm Free entry. In aid of refurbishment funds for our village hall. 
Friday 12th - Sunday 14th July  Bungay Flower Club  Flower Festival, St Mary’s Church, Bungay from10am to 4pm each day.  The 
theme will be ‘Numbers’  To aid The British Heart Foundation & The Epilepsy Association. Delicious home made refreshments    
Sunday 14th July The 5th Great Bungay Duck Race, 12 noon to 4pm. Falcon Meadow, Bungay, Suffolk on the River Waveney, 
Music Stage, Hot and Cold Food, Bar, Donkey Rides, Fritton Owls,  Falconmeadow.org.uk     facebook.bungayduckrace 
Tuesday 16th July Halesworth W.I. meet at St Mary’s Church Hall at 7.15pm. Our speaker is from Clinks Farm. Visitors welcome. 
Details:  Mrs R. Mallett 01986 874256.

Wednesday 17th July.  Oulton Broad & Lowestoft Horticultural Society, Members Table Show, St Lukes Church, Homefield 
Avenue, Lowestoft. NR33 9BX  7.30 start, refreshments available, Parking behind church
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Wednesday 17th July   HdCF screening ‘Book Club’ The Cut, Halesworth IP19 8BY. 2.45pm for 3.00pm start   Adm  £5 
Thursday 18th July 2.00pm Beccles Library. Talk - Wills, Inheritance Tax and Estate Planning - What the Government would rather 
you didn’t know by Steve Wilkes Free to attend. No need to book. Refreshments.

Thursday 18th July  Neal’s Life Awareness Centre meets at The Waveney Centre, new Market Beccles. NR34 9HE.   Life After 
Death, Ghosts, Natural World, Conservation, Natural Medicine & more.  Talks. plus Alex Lovelock Medium.  Adm Free  6.45pm  
Friday 19th July Sugarcraft East. Demonstration by Liz Ungless - Lupins &  Snapdragons.  7.30pm. The United Reform Church - 
North Lowestoft.
Saturday 20th July.  Gunton Community Hall, Hollingsworth Rd, (opposite shops) Table Top Sale  2pm - 4.30pm, refreshments. 
Stalls £5 each - to book a pitch call 07867 811 898
Saturday 20th July - Ilketshall St Margaret (& District) Village Show. 1-5pm at Ilketshall St Margaret Village Hall NR35 1QZ. Adm 
FREE. Produce show, Rumburgh Morris Dancers, Dog Show & more! Schedule & entry form Email: flowershow70@yahoo.com
Sunday 21st July  St Peter South Elmham Boules Championship 2019. Held at Ilketshall St Andrew Village Hall.  No entries on the 
day.  Entry fee £24 per team of 4.  Info:  tim.maycock@btinternet.com or 01986 782296 
Sunday 21st July- Charity Garden Sale in aid of Children’s Liver Disease Foundation, 10am- 3pm, 16 Hillside Avenue, Worlingham, 
NR34 7AJ.  Free entry. Various stalls and refreshments. 
Wednesday 24th July 5.00-8.00pm Paella Evening Stella Peskett Millennium Hall.  Homemade classic Spanish meal with Sangria. 
£5 per head.  Then an auction for 2 nights B&B in  “Bilbao Plaza Hotel” for 2 people in Bilbao Northern Spain and free tickets to 
visit the Guggenheim Museum and a fun raffle!  To book visit Southwold Library (payment on booking).  All funds to hall
Saturday 27th & Sunday 28th July 10.00am – 3.00pm FoSL Big Book Sale Massive Selection of Donated Fiction, Non Fiction & 
Children’s Books.  Scout Hall, Mights Road, Southwold.  Fill a bag for £3
Saturday 27th July  Wrentham Village Hall Film Night -First Man  (Certificate PG13).  Riveting story of NASA’s mission to land a 
man on the moon. Stars Claire Foy and Ryan Gosling.Doors open 6.45pm, film starts 7.30pm.  £4.50 inc refreshments.  
Saturday 26th July to Tuesday 30th July. Annual Flower Festival at South Cove Church Nr Southwold NR34 7JD 11.00am to 
5.00pm Teas, homemade cakes, ice creams, books. Free entry to Flower Festival. Also a  ticketed preview evening on Friday 26th 
July and Cello Concert on Sunday 28th July. Tickets from Alison Evans 01502 675610 or Rev’d Alan Perry 01502 453624
Friday 26th July - Friday 2nd August The Beccles Society of Artists 50th Anniversary Exhibition.  The Public Hall, Smallgate, 
Beccles 10.00am - 6.00pm and on Saturday 3rd August form 10.00am to 3.00pm. Everyone is welcome and admission is FREE
Sunday 28th July A free family event at Lowestoft Museum in Nicholas Everitt Park NR33 9JR 12noon-3pm. Stone Age 
Specimens; bring along your fossils, geology or bones to learn more from museum experts
Sunday 28th July Car Boot Sale, Ringsfield Village Hall, Church Road, Ringsfield NR34 8NT. 9am - 1pm.  £6 car   £10 van. no food/
drink stall sellers permitted. (sellers set up 8am) Refreshments available. 
Sunday 28th July. Wenhaston Village Show. 2 - 4pm at Wenhaston Village Hall IP19 9EP. Adm 50p children free. Vegetables, fruit, 
flowers, baking and handicrafts. Tea and coffee cafe. Several local exhibitors plus plant and produce sales.

Beautiful things happen when you distance yourself from negativity
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A Day That Shook Suffolk: The Metfield Bomb Dump Explosion 
with Bob Collis 

At 7.30 pm on Saturday 15 July 1944, the relative 
peace of wartime East Suffolk was suddenly rocked by 
a succession of loud explosions.
At Metfield, base of the 491st Bomb Group USAAF, a 
huge mushroom cloud of smoke billowed up into the 
evening sunshine as further terrific blasts rent the air. 
The cause of the explosions had been an accident 
whilst members of a Quartermaster Truck Battalion 
had been hurrying to unload a truckload of 500 lb HE 
bombs at the airfield bomb dump. Local legend has 
it they were eager to get to Ipswich for a dance that 
evening and rolled the bombs from the tailgate of a 
truck instead of waiting for a small crane. One bomb 
went off as it hit the ground and within a few seconds 
a succession of shattering explosions followed as other 
ordnance began “sympathy-detonating”. By the time 
the chain-reaction had run its course, some 1,800 tons 
of HE and incendiary bombs had gone off, leaving five 
dead (the remains were never found)two farmhouses 
- mercifully both unoccupied - destroyed or badly 
damaged, a huge crater where the bomb dump had 
been, and a trail of blast damage up to 8 miles away. 
The detonations were heard and felt 15 miles away on 
the coast at Southwold! 
East Suffolk Police recorded 448 separate instances 
of damage including properties over 5 miles away at 
Beccles and Wrentham. A truck was blasted into the 
air and observed hovering there for several seconds, 
kept aloft by successive explosions beneath. The 
differential gear of another was later found in a field 
3/4 mile away. Incredibly, apart from the five fatalities 
at the scene, no casualties were reported.

Five B-24 Liberators from the 491BG were Cat E-1 
write-offs and another six needed major repairs. Only 
the fact Metfield airfield was one of the most isolated 
airfields in Suffolk prevented more damage and 
casualties. A full-scale investigation brought about 
numerous changes in ordnance-handling and bomb-
dump protocols in the USAAF.
Around the former airfield site there are still 
unexploded bombs and debris occasionally being 
ploughed up. There are also still a few people who 
remember the events of that summer’s evening 75 
years ago 

Looking for a guest speaker?  Aviation historian and 
author Bob Collis has a range of illustrated talks on 
different aspects of military aviation history in East Anglia. 
Target: Lowestoft, Aviation Archaeology, Down in the 
Drink, Zeppelins over Lowestoft and more. For full details 
contact Bob Collis at robertjcollis@aol.com 
or Tel: 01502  585421

SUNDAY 11th  AUGUST



13

Keeping it small - and what we are losing by not doing 
so.
I have heard it said in this magazine on several 
occasions that small is beautiful and the larger 
companies get, the more detached they are from their 
employees.  Similarly, the larger local councils become, 
the more it seems that local issues are lost, forgotten, 
or both.  
I started work in a small company when I left school 
and it was good.  Everyone was considered important 
and the atmosphere was one of friendship and 
consideration.  The door to the boss’s office was always 
open and an employee’s birthday was never forgotten by 
him.  In addition to all this, management was formed of 
people who had done the jobs from the ground up and 
normally could see your point on any matter you raised 
with them.
Today many managers are promoted with no apparent 
logical reason with little or no idea of what is going on.  
Senior management can be graduates who have little 
or no work experience and think the word manager 
means ‘licence to give orders’.   More and more people 
working for large companies are struggling to do ever 
increasing amounts of work, much of the time doing the 
work of those who have been ‘let go’ due to cost-cutting.      

Stress levels for workers in large companies have never 
been higher and Human Resources (Human Remains 
as I heard them referred to this week) are little  help. 
  There must come a time when large companies will 
see the wisdom in looking after the people who work for 
them and treat them fairly, promoting from within and 
rewarding those loyal to the company.  Big companies 
must learn that the loyalty of employees is something 
normally much prized by many smaller businesses.  
Time off work for stress is estimated to cost the 
economy 70billion pounds last year and big companies 
with bullish managers who don’t care, coupled with an 
ineffective Human Resources department who refuse to 
listen, are those that lose the most.
   Small companies and businesses who care about 
their staff will continue to get the best out of them.  
People happy in their work are (in the main) going 
to adopt a good work ethic without even realising it.  
They go to work happy unlike those who are stressed 
and overworked who will give far short of their normal 
capabilities.  
It is a proven fact that mankind works better in smaller 
groups than in humongous ones.  Village life being 
uniquely preferable than cities, for social interaction.  
Small really is beautiful

Sat 10th August
BECCLES QUAY

FEN LANE
Noon - Dusk!

Free 
Music 

Festival

Full details for Harvest Moon Free 
Music Festival will be in the August 1 

issue of The Bugle

Give me a wilderness whose glance no civilisation can endure
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Dear Bugle 
We love living in the countryside; we enjoy walking along the 
many footpaths around the fields, watching out for butterflies 
and bees, and the buzzards that often soar high in the sky 
above us. So far, so good.
What we aren’t so keen on is the imminent arrival of the 
speeding tractors and trailers that often fly along the narrow 
country lanes.  Sometimes from very early in the morning to 
late at night.
We understand that the farmers often have a very tight 
timeframe in which to prepare the fields and sow the crops, 
and then to bring in the harvest. The vagaries of the English 
summer must make it all very stressful. However, agricultural 
vehicles are much larger now and the country lanes much as 
they always were, so the risks are much greater from those 
who drive as though they are exempt from speed limits. Some 
of the tractor-drivers appear to have little or no respect for 
other road users. Car drivers, walkers and cyclists are often 
forced into the hedge to avoid being squashed by the speeding 
monsters.
Farmers literally put (very healthy and wholesome) food on 
our plates and we respect and value their contribution to 
our daily lives. But it would be nice if they could consider the 
bigger picture in their contribution to the quality of country life 
and ask the drivers of their tractors to slow down as they pass 
through the villages.  Name supplied.

--------------------------------------
Dear Bugle
I am writing to you regarding the now extended night time 
curfew on street lighting, which is now 11.30pm. I consider 
this to be a dangerous thing for the safety of pedestrians.

with the state of the pavements being uneven and a noticeable 
increase in dog fouling it can only be considered uncaring by 
our new East Suffolk Council.
This move may well result in an increase of work for our 
overstretched NHS dealing with injuries. for goodness sake at 
least leave some lights on to give us a chance of survival.
Regards Graham Curtis

----------------------------------
Dear Bugle
Love the Grumpy Old Man. However as a Grumpy Old Woman 
I would just like to comment on a few things from the May 
edition. Nappies on 4/5 year olds. I went back to full time work 
a week after having my daughter and she was nappy trained by 
a year old. Perhaps it is due to parents being more interested 
in their mobile phone than in their child. Or they are just plain 
lazy and think it is someone else’s job. 
Then there is baby banks perhaps all these banks are due 
to people not being able to manage their own money.   So 
many now seem to put having the latest phone and having 
takeaways not to mention the amount of people you hear 
moaning how hard up they are whilst sitting in a coffee shop 
drinking their coffee. Maybe it is just priorities are about face. 
It is the same as when I hear people saying they can not wash 
their child’s clothes as they do not have a washing machine. I 
washed all my daughters clothes by hand until she was about 
three including nappies (and please do not get me started on 
that subject regarding cost and saving our planet).   
So much more this grumpy old woman could say..... 
Love your magazine. 
Yours,  Marianne     MORE LETTERS AT: www.buglemag.co.uk
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2019 has been a busy year for K C Fairs and Events, as well as 
organising the two successful Beccles Street Markets held in 
the town centre in May & August ,they took over the running 
of the Loddon Antiques & Collectors Fair at the start of  2019.
  Held in the Jubilee Hall in George Lane, the Loddon Antiques 
& Collectors Fair has been relaunched as a good quality 
antiques fair.  With forty well established dealers selling a 
variety of antiques and collectables it has quickly become a 
‘not to be missed’ event in the collectors diary. The venue has 
free parking with more available off site and in the centre of 
Loddon itself.  It also boasts a cafe, which serves homemade 
refreshments throughout the day.  The next Fair will be on 
Sunday 7th July, 9-4pm, well signposted Sat Nav  NR14 6NB
 The Beccles Street Market now in it’s tenth year plays host to 
a hundred general and specialist dealers selling a wide range 
of good quality antiques and collectables including furniture, 
silver, china, linen, jewellery, books, clocks, retro and vintage 
design/clothing and decorative items.  If you want it, then 
you are sure to find it at the market!  The August market with 
be the 20th market that KC Fairs & Events have organised!

Kate Lee from Blyburgate Antiques and Christine Pinsent 
from Saxons started the market in 2009 with just over 40 
dealers and were overwhelmed with the support it attracted; 
“we are now in a position where we have to operate an 
ongoing waiting list.  The enthusiasm from both the dealers 
and buyers has been primary in making the market not only a 
success but a market with a great atmosphere”.  
Due to its popularity and following requests from the traders 
a second date was added to the calendar in 2011.  
First class local catering is also incorporated into the market, 
including a hog roast, local artisan street food, ice cream, 
tea and coffee.   If you haven’t been before you really should 
give it a visit and experience the pleasure of a busy outdoor 
specialist market. It goes ahead regardless of the weather, so 
remember to bring an umbrella and a sun hat!  
Free entry and well signposted, SAT NAV NR34 9HA.
For more details of both events you can follow them on 
facebook at @antiquesmarketbeccles and @loddonantiquesfair
For further details please contact Kate Lee on 01502 711174

K C Fairs & Events

BECCLES RIVER FESTIVAL AT HIPPERSON’S BOATYARD  6TH & 7TH JULY
Beccles River Festival event is run by Hippersons Boatyard who aim to bring the river to life for the whole 
family. We try to provide an awareness of the history of river craft and show the opportunities for leisure 
and pleasure activities on the River Waveney. Historic craft, MTB 102 (Dunkirk flagship), Wherry Maud, 
Award winning Countess of Light and other historic broads craft will be moored at the site for visitors 
to see inside. Local musicians will provide music from 11.30-4pm 

each day and local food fayre will be available to buy and eat at the 
event. There will be face painting, sweets and cake stalls, enjoy a glass 

of Pimms or Prosecco in the sunshine, as well as stall selling boats 
odds and ends. Visitors will have the opportunity to be driven on a 15 
minute dayboat taster, try their hand at a canadian canoe or kayak. 

The event will ask for donations and these donations will be distributed 
amongst the local nautical charities represented at the festival. 

Next to love, music is the best solution to any problem.  Music feeds the heart with what it needs most
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This Summer at  
Lowestoft Maritime Museum  

Sparrows Nest Park
Come along and explore the museum, while 

celebrating our anniversary with free admission from 
Monday August 12th to Sunday 18th.  

Join Captain Crabbe and Admiral the cat throughout 
the school holidays to take a navigation pail around 
the museum to help investigate the Captain’s clues, 

while older adventurers can try their hand at the 
fish’n’ships trail or maybe even the Lighthouse Quiz. 
All activities are free with usual museum admission, 

suitable for all ages inc: action-packed Thursdays.
1st, 22nd & 29th  August, 11am-3pm: 

Create your own sea-faring souvenir to take home.  
On 8th August, 11am – 3pm: Suffolk Rocks. 

Join the team behind Suffolk’s hidden art craze and 
paint your own Suffolk Rock to hide and find. 

Contact us on 01502 561963

Halesworth Tourism Group 
HTG aims to promote Halesworth and the villages of the Blyth 

Valley which, together, provide a winning combination of natural 
environment, heritage, independent shopping, quality food & 

drink, indeed, Halesworth is the perfect hub for all points of East 
Anglia so, following our ‘Promoting Halesworth’ Workshop, we are 

taking forward proposals for branding on this basis. 
we invite you the reader to populate our web-based Events 

Calendar with upcoming details of your event. All you have to do 
is go into www.blythvalleyexperience.com and click on Events 
– submit. This helps promote ‘what’s going on’ for residents and 

visitors alike as well as the ranking/visibility of the website. 
 we also have a Facebook page - blythvalleyexperience 

- where local events can be listed, alternatively, email 
halesworthtourismgroup@gmail.com with details.

The HTG meets at 10am every first Wednesday of the month at 
The Stables, The Angel Hotel, except in the months of February, 
May, August & November when we meet in at 6.30pm and any 
interested person is welcome. These quarterly evening meetings 

enjoy a varied programme of outings and speakers. 
We next meet at 10am Wednesday 3rd July.

Win a Meal For Two at Wenhaston Star!
 

Last month’s winner was Paul Radforth
 from Carlton Colville, who correctly identified Brian Blessed

along with so many others!  

All you have to do is identify the 
star pictured on the right.

Email your answer to us on: 
  the.buglemag@yahoo.co.uk

Closing date 15th July
Good Luck!
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FORGET ME NOTS at Beccles Public Hall
Two Monthly Meets for people with memory problems 

and family carers
We meet twice a month in Beccles Public Hall to relax 

and reminisce with different entertainers, 
We gather 2pm – 4pm on the 1st Tuesday 

and the 3rd Monday every month.
Adm Free! Tea/Coffee/Cake just £1.50.

Contact Jenny 01502 714828 or Terry  01502 716590

WORLINGHAM VILLAGE FETE  
Sunday 7th September 1.30pm - 5pm

On All Saint’s Green, Worlingham Church.   
If you would like to help, make a donation for 
the bottle stall, tombola or have a stall - or if 
you are a young musician who would like to 

perform please contact Steve on 01502 714901 
or email:  worlinghamfete@yahoo.co.uk

Three things cannot be long hidden - The sun, the moon and the truth.  Buddha
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Home Schooling v The System.
I hear that there is a ‘shock report’ out that states 
there has been a significant increase in the number 
of children being home-schooled.  In other words 
removing kids from the ‘system’ of schooling currently 
doing it’s worst in the UK today.
Music & Art subjects removed, school playing fields 
sold off, ‘good’ schools pushing up house prices in 
their area, the fight for parking spots close to the 
school by parents in their SUVs,  Breakfast clubs and 
after school clubs for the kids of ‘busy’ parents, so 
called Free Schools and Academys all play their part 
in the complete quagmire that is our rotten to the core 
education ‘system’.
Schools today merely teach kids who have a good 
memory for facts, i.e. maths science and English but 
for every one of those kids who the system was built 
for, there is another kid who was told that he was 
useless and would never amount to anything.  He was 
the kind of kid who, although useless at maths, built 
his own successful business.  His obvious acumen for 
entrepreneurship was not recognised or nurtured. 
I am more concerned today at what is being left 
out of education.  School heads that have removed 
Music and Art from the curriculum are short-sighted 
bordering on stupid.  Other worthwhile things that are 
not being taught are horticulture, cooking, archery 
and life skills like looking after your finances or driver 
training 
I am not saying don’t teach them the basics of the 
three ‘R’s (Reading Riting Rithmatic) But how about 
exploring their dreams and aspirations outside of the 
‘norm’?  Schools should not cut the curriculum but 
EXTEND it.  
The Tory Leadership
At the time of writing this column there are a dozen 
or more career politicians clambering to be leader 
of the Tories and by default, Prime Minister.  Never 
in my lifetime have I seen such a poisonous, back-
biting, mud-slinging pack of slavering ner’-do-wells 
demonstrating how not to behave in our once great 

parliament.     
 What is being exposed here is a largely loathsome 
menagerie of career politicians so desperate to 
get the top job that they will expose drug taking, 
womanising and all manner of past misdemeanours.   
The only thing they don’t expose is anyone ‘on the 
take’ or acting fraudulently, because if just one of 
these excuses for humanity did it - the whole 650 
‘good men and true’ who sit in that hallowed place 
would be exposed as liars, cheats and profiteers’.  
Probably!   Just sayin’.  
Personally I feel that Farage is right about one thing 
that must change - that is our electoral system that 
allows two parties to keep swapping ownership of 
parliament and not allowing other parties to take a fair 
number of seats in proportion to votes cast.  We need 
proportional representation now.
TV Licenses for the Elderly
For the first time I am blinkin’ speechless about the vile, 
foul actions of the BBC in stopping free TV licenses for 
persons over 75.  The Labour Party introduced free tv 
licences for 75 and over. The Tories inherited this but 
now expect the BBC to fund it and not government.  
This is another Conservative action and hopefully 
the last salvo from a party that hates the poor and 
steals from everyone except the rich.  It must be 
reinstated even if that blinkered, biased and leftist 
BBC must implement it again themselves.  If the Nasty 
Party don’t then the BBC will have to.  It might make 
them think twice about wasting money - like sacking 
Clarkson and ruining Top Gear - a move that has cost 
£10 million each year since - apparently.  
The BBC coverage of the 75th anniversary of the D 
Day Landings was extensive - all the time they were 
plotting to put two fingers up to those veterens and 
remove one of the few free things they get to enjoy.  
The Tories and the BBC executives should hang their 
collective heads in shame. Their actions are morally 
reprehensible.  Personally I think horse-whipping is too 
good for them.  They are nothing short of low-lifes.    

Don’t look back
you’re not going that way!
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A new podiatrist/chiropodist practice 
for Lowestoft

Mrs Amanda Miah BSc. (Hons)  MCPod. speaks with 
Damien at Evolution about her work as a podiatrist.
Damien: First of all Amanda, can you say a little bit 
about how you came to train in podiatry? 
Amanda: I was in the Army and felt I needed a second 
career for when I came out. After having some foot 
problems myself that led to a couple of operations, 
I realised I could actually help people and make a 
difference, so I decided to complete a degree in 
podiatry at the University of Southampton. 
Damien: And what are your plans for the future?
Amanda: I currently work in the NHS helping to keep the 
population mobile. As a podiatrist in private practice 
my main aim is to improve independence, mobility and 
general quality of life. I am fully qualified, regulated 
and fully insured to treat a whole host of foot and lower 
limb issues. My future professional plans are to continue 
keeping feet healthy and comfortable! I am very 
excited to be starting this practice and look forward to 
meeting new clients and providing new and exciting 
treatments in the near future. 
Amanda’s Practice “Right Foot Forward” is based at 
Evolution: The Riverside Business Centre, Lowestoft. NR33 
0TQ. Visits by appointment only.
You can call Amanda on 07504 689 982 or Email: 
mandmiah@yahoo.co.uk
Damien Shann is a counsellor and facilitator at Evolution 
Tel: 07475 941 512. 
For more about therapists at Evolution visit our website: 
evolutiontherapy.space     See our advert on page 7

To plant a garden is to believe in tomorrow
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