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Welcome to the August edition of The Bugle. 
Once again a very busy edition with lots going on in 
this fabulous part of Suffolk.
Last month the magazine was distributed a day or 
so late due to a machine break down at our printer 
‘Anglia Print’ of Beccles.  The staff there worked 
tirelessy to rectify the fault and get the magazines 
printed as soon as they could.  
Well done to them all.
We love our advertisers and we couldn’t do this 
without them so please do support them if you can - 
and as we always say, buy local when you can.
 

Although our copy deadline for advertising, editorials 
and articles is always the 18th of the month prior 
to publication please get your material to us early. 
Particularly the ‘What’s On Guide’ which fills up every 
month and is soooo popular! Please remember we 
don’t include anything which is not community based 
fundraising or carries a high admission fee. 
For all your advertising needs across the area - 
call:  01502 578074  or E:  the.buglemag@yahoo.co.uk
Happy Holidays everyone.

The Bugle Magazine
Local People, Local events, Local Business

  The Cappella Choir of Bungay 
Come join the Joyful Voices Community Choir
work- shops will be held from September in the Events 
hall at Emmanuel’s Church Upper Olland St, Bungay.
Explore the creativity of musical sounds using your 
natural voice, no prior training required, singing 
unaccompanied under the guidance of Mary Lovett.  
The Joyfuls’ song book includes European folk, 
historical American and spirituals.
We also sample the work of contemporary British song 
writers and composers from around the world.
Men are given generous bass parts during three part 
harmonies.
We gather on Tuesdays at 7pm, fortnightly with 
exceptions for high days and holidays reflecting 
school term times. 
Drop-in for free taster sessions at the Foyer, Emmanuel 
Church, Upper Olland Street, Bungay. NR35 1BH  
For more info go to http://www.joyfulvoices.co.uk    
or Tel: 01986 896560.
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Drummer Bert Hazelwood of the Salvation Army in 
Lowestoft celebrated him 95th birthday on 24th July.  
As a child of two his parents took him to the salvation 
army and at the age of five he was taught to play the 
drums and read music. And he is still playing to this 
day.
Bert attended Lovewell school and left at the age 
of fourteen until he was called for national service. 
Stationed near Carlisle he worked in catering.
After the War, Bert worked for Railways as a Ganger 
first in Liverpool then in Lowestoft, where he retired. 
He married his wife Marjorie in 1946 and had four 
daughters.
Although Bert often got work playing for other bands 
he is always playing at the salvation army of Sundays 
for worship and Thursdays with the pianist entertaining 
the lunch club.
Does this make Bert the oldest drummer still playing?

OLDEST DRUMMER IN TOWN!
Geldeston village Festival will kick off at 10am on 
Saturday August 3rd with a “Scarecrow Trail” around 
the village. This fun event for all the family will run until 
the 18th August.  There are trail maps to help you on 
your way - they are just £1.00 from The Wherry Inn, 
Mandies Pickles, Rowan Craft boat yard, Three Rivers 
campsite and The Locks Inn. 
There will a prize for solving the anagram from the 
letters found on the scarecrows.
During the Festival we will be staging events in the 
village hall, and the Festival will kick off with a Coffee 
Morning on Saturday 3rd in there from 10-12 noon. 
More events in the village hall include… 
Saturday 10th August “An Evening with Dan and Pat” 
comedy, songs & supper! phone 07773 493160 for info.
Sunday 11th August ‘Disco’ for primary school ages 
3-5pm. Only £5 - tickets include hot-dogs and drink. 
Coffee Morning Sunday 18th August with scarecrows 
on the green to close the event from 11am onwards. 
Saturday 17th  The famous ‘Geldeston Village Produce 
Show’ will be held in the village hall.  
For more info call: 07773 493 160  
Or visit      www.geldestonvillagehall.co.uk  
www.facebook.com/geldestonvillagehall

GELDESTON  FESTIVAL  August 3rd - 18th

Add Sage or Rosemary to your 
camp fire to help keep mosquitoes 

& bugs away
Tip: Wrap the herb in aluminium foil 
Wet it - poke some holes in the foil - 

it will smoke all night. 
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Waveney Valley Sculpture Trail
This is an annual sculpture trail which invites you to explore an idyllic three-acre site in the picturesque Waveney 
Valley in south Norfolk. Take a walk through hidden paths, romantic groves and secretive corners to take in the 
work of 38 artists. Grab lunch in the on-site café and visit an accompanying pop up shop showing paintings, 
drawings, textiles, prints and ceramics.
Organised by Waveney & Blyth Arts the event will take place at the 
Raveningham Centre near Beccles.
The trail, now in its sixth year, annually attracts thousands of visitors 
and is part of a programme of events highlighting the unique 
character and creativity of the Norfolk/Suffolk border.
Many established artists will be joined by up and coming artists to 
exhibit site-specific work, 3-D constructions, sound installations and 
sculpture. A new area of woodland, which gives views out over 
neighbouring meadows and pastureland, has been opened up this 
year to provide a space for large-scale sculpture.
A programme of workshops, guided walks, and events will 
accompany the event and a number of assistance schemes are in 
place.
The trail is open from 2 August – 8 September, every day from 10am 
until 5pm at The Raveningham Centre, Beccles Road, Raveningham, 
Norfolk NR14 6NU.  Entry is £6 for adults (£5 members of Waveney & 
Blyth Arts), under 18s are free. Pay on entry only.
There is plentiful free parking and designated disabled parking. 
Toilets are wheelchair accessible and have nappy changing facilities. 
A mobility scooter will be available on a first-come, first-served basis for a small donation. The Ravenous Café will 
be open every day for light lunches, drinks, cakes, home - made refreshments, and will feature an exhibition of 
textiles by Helen Howes.

     For more information about events and access visit www.waveneyandblytharts.com 
or www.facebook.com/WaveneyBlythArts  All artwork on the trail will be available for sale.

Let your smile change the world - not the world change your smile
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On May 18, (see Bugle of 1st May), the Lowestoft Players 
held the third of their popular ‘Historic Lowestoft’ series of 
talks and music at the Players Theatre on Battery Green. In 
the first part of an enjoyable and well-attended evening we 
spent some time describing a particular set of local heroes, 
the driftermen who competed for the Prunier Herring Trophy 
between 1936 and 1966. Presented to the vessel that hauled 
and landed the largest single catch of herring in one night’s 
fishing during the East Anglian herring season, the Trophy 
stimulated huge interest in the minds of the Public and a zest 
for winning among skippers and crews – “something akin to 
the ‘FA Cup of fishing’” as one newspaper called it. And it was 
mainly a Lowestoft prize, with the Town capturing 13 out of 
the 25 Prunier weathervanes ever awarded. 
     Drawing on the huge expertise and photo-archive of the 
Port of Lowestoft Research Society (PLRS), our ‘celebration’ 
that night aimed to emphasise the Crews whose efforts won 
the Trophies, with names and photos where possible, as well 
as the Lowestoft drifters who won them. It was a valuable 
occasion for the PLRS. Quite a few people can forward to put 
names to faces aboard the winning drifters. In some cases 
however our crew lists remain incomplete and while local 
families still retain memories of which name goes with which 
driftermen on a particular photo, we thought we would ask 

our question again and ask it a little more widely with the help 
of the Bugle. 
     In the case of four of the prize-winning drifters we lack 
almost all details of the men who made the winning shot.  
They are the LT 47 Peace Wave skippered by Daniel Knights 
that won in 1937, the LT 89 Present Friends under skipper 
Fred Darkins in 1939, the LT 178 Patria with skipper George 
Meen in 1947 and – relatively recently --- the LT 61 Dick 
Whittington that won the Trophy for Skipper Leo Borrett in 
1961. We know the skippers, often from their formal image 
at the presentation ceremony, but even on these occasions, 
we may have very little on the crew aside from some shadowy 
and unnamed figures in the background. 
     If you can help with photos, crew lists and hopefully with 
both for these winning drifters, please contact Peter Page 
Vice Chairman of the Port of Lowestoft Research Society on 
tel: 01502 511438. Or drop into the Maritime Museum on a 
Friday where Peter is a volunteer guide. Thank you. 
Bob Dickson, Peter Page, PLRS
Here are the four drifters left to right;  Peace Wave, Present 
Friends, Patria and Dick Whittington. 
I continue to use that shot of the Peace Wave even though it 
sits further back with Locarno in foreground 
Photo credit Port of Lowestoft Research Society (PLRS)

Tracking Down the Last of the Driftermen 
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Trumpeting
So our ambassador to the US made some pretty ‘off 
the cuff’ remarks about Donald Trump’s White House 
that were private and never meant to go public.  
Somebody ‘leaked’ them though and Donald Trump 
retorted in kind, saying similarly derogatory things 
about our ambassador.  I was of the opinion that 
that would be the end of it but into the affray steps 
Jeremy Hunt, to state that Mr Trump’s remarks were 
‘disrespectful’.  I would respectfully suggest that our 
Ambassador’s remarks weren’t respectful either Mr 
Hunt, whether or not they were meant to be heard 
outside the confines of his residence!  
Extinction Rebellion
I watched an interesting programme recently on the 
Extinction Rebellion movement.  It is now a worldwide 
movement of passive protest to make governments 
wake up to the fact that the planet, according to 
leading scientists, has eleven years left before we get 
to the point of no-return.  In other words, the point at 
which whatever we do, life on earth is finished.  When 
the streets of London filled with young people who 
were on a day’s strike from school and tried to hand a 
petition in to the government, the young lad offering 
the petition was met with officials who would not even 
take the petition from him whilst their bosses were 
watching.  Apparently the only people making a real 
stand for good old mother Earth - are the kids, and 

that is a crying shame. They deserve better and they 
shouldn’t be doing it alone.  Governments are inept.
What’s wrong with people?
There is an advert on TV which shows a rather lovely 
young lady lounging in a bath.  The only trouble is, 
her dopey boyfriend/husband is on the loo beside 
her with his trousers down at his ankles.  Please don’t 
tell me that society has stooped so low that a man 
thinks it ok to do a poo whilst his girl is in the bath not 
six inches away?  For goodness sake man have some 
compassion for the senses of your lover!
When I was growing up the toilet was across the yard 
in its own brick building that was heated with an oil 
lamp in winter!  When the council informed my Gran 
that they were installing a toilet inside the house she 
was horrified.  Now I know why! 
Finally:
Tony Hall Director General of the BBC was in 
Parliament this week defending his lamentable 
decision to axe free TV licenses for over 75s.  I find it 
strange that he admitted that it wasn’t a full board 
meeting that decided this, but him and a couple of 
board members only.  I think this decision will come 
back and bite both the BBC and the Tories in the butt.  
(George Osborne did it for the Tories and handed 
the problem to the BBC)  All MPs can apply for a FREE 
license and over 320 have done so, whilst the elderly 
suffer.  What two-faced low lifes our politicians are.
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Beccles Carnival Weekend  Sat/Sun 17th/18th August

All the events for Beccles Carnival are on Beccles Quay apart from the Carnival Procession on Sunday
More than a traditional carnival - an affordable event with something for whole family to enjoy. The weekend 
starts at 1pm on Saturday at The Quay, with the popular Fancy dress competition, along with Beccles Baby 
competition, arena acts for the public to watch, Children’s Races along with Beccles Fun Dog Show. Look out for 
Pikachu who will be making a special appearance!  Entry to Quayside events is just  £1.00 
Saturday Evening
Beccles Quay Rocks  gates open at 6-00pm  with 
live music. Come see Emily & Eryn acoustic set 
and the amazing UB40 tribute band UB42 along 
with Scooted and Booted a Nine Piece Ska band 
guaranteed to have you up and dancing, 
Entry is £1.00.
We have a licensed bar and a large variety of stalls 
which will be open both days on the Quay. Also our 
great Fun-zone open both days.
Sunday 18th August at 1.00pm Beccles Carnival 
parade leaves Roy’s car park and goes around 
town before finishing at The Quay, Fen Lane.  Entry to the quay £1.00.  On the Quay on the Carnival Sunday 
will be stalls, static vehicles, arena displays, East Coast Truckers and lots more in the main arena to include an 
amazing fire-eating display.   Info at:   www.becclescarnival.co.uk

The 12th Beccles Harvest Moon Music Festival is to be held on Saturday 10th 
August at Beccles Quay from noon till dusk. An event for all the family. Last 
year was an amazing day, with a great choice of music and wonderful weather. 
We’re expecting a full house again this year, so make sure to arrive in good time, 
with your Chairs and blankets to secure your spot and enjoy some great live 
music, 14 acts performing over 2 stages. New exciting food stalls, large bar area 
and craft stalls, Face Painting and Slime Making. Norwich Star Wars club are 
attending, don’t miss a photo opportunity with Darth Vader! Raffle tickets will 
be on sale, with some amazing prizes to be won. Dogs are very welcome, but must be kept on a lead at all times. 
£1 entry and all day parking is only £2. For more info and full line-up details see Facebook : Beccles Harvest Moon Music Festival.

Beccles HARVEST MOON  festival
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Saturday Sunday & Monday August 3rd 4th & 5th.  Flower Festival, theme: “Conservation”. Kessingland St Edmund’s Church. 12 - 4.30 Sun & 
10am - 4.30 Sat & Mon. Refreshments, Tombola & Stalls in Church Hall.
Saturday 3rd August Summer fair, Frostenden Village Hall, Gipsy Lane 10.30 -12pm. Raffle, tombola, stalls, ploughmans,teas coffees Adm free
Sunday 4th August A free family event, Lowestoft Museum, Nicholas Everitt Park NR33 9JR, 12noon-3pm. ‘Stone Age Stories’.
 

Sunday 4th August Taylor High Memorial Fund Annual Football Match at Lowestoft Town Ground.  Waveney X1 v Ole Frank. Gates 1pm for 
2pm kick-off. a Family day out meet with Princess Belle & Mickey Mouse. Large raffle, refreshments.  
Tuesday 6th August - Loddon Flower Club Annual General Meeting, held at The Church Room, Chedgrave Church, Hardley Road, Chedgrave.  
7pm start.  For more information contact Secretary Alex Pinder on 01508-493869.
Tuesday 6th August Coffee Morning  10.30 - 12 noon  £1.50 teas, coffees, biscuits cakes.  Frostenden Village Hall, Gipsy Lane, 
Thursday 8th August.  Suffolk Rocks - Fun for all ages at Lowestoft Maritime Museum, Sparrows Nest Park, Lowestoft  11am – 3pm. Join the 
team behind Suffolk’s hidden art craze and paint your own Suffolk Rock to hide and find. 
Friday 9th August. 7.00 for 7.30. Wenhaston Village Hall. A talk by Geoffrey Munn entitled ‘Another Eden - Plants and Flowers in Gems and 
Jewellery. Tickets £10 from Village Hall, Southwold Library, Halesworth Book Shop or at the door.
Fridays, 9th, 16th, 23rd and 30th August  Pakefield Church from 10am - noon. Come and enjoy a cuppa &“Sea Breeze” bacon butties, 
homemade cakes along with other goodies. A chance to  meet-up in the beautiful venue of this historic cliff top Church
Friday 9th August at 7.30pm in Beccles library,David White, stage name, David Shaw giving a talk on  “An Actor’s Life, On and Off Stage.”  
Donation of £3 to Beccles library.  Refreshments available. 
Saturday 10th August.  Breakfast,  Car Boot, Crafts.  Yoxford Village Hall,10am-1pm Free Entry. Taster session of indoor Kurling.  

Saturday 10th August. Teddy Bear Zip from the top of tower, St Mary’s Church Bungay. Following the Teddy Bears’ Picnic on Castle Hills 12 - 
2pm with Games/Best Dressed Bear/Dancing/ Stalls.  BYO Picnic!  All welcome  FREE!   Info:  01986 892855
Saturday 10th August Beccles Harvest Moon Festival.  Quay Lane, Beccles.  Noon - Dusk.  Admission £1 anyone.  £2 parking all day.  13 Live 
Acts across 2 stages!  All the usual Food & Drink!  Face-painting & Kids fun.  
Sunday 11th August, Beccles Antiques Street Market, Beccles Town Centre, NR34 9HA. 100 stalls, local shops open, street food.   Info:   01502 
711174.    www.facebook.com/antiquesmarketbeccles.
Sunday 11th August A free family event at Lowestoft Museum in Nicholas Everitt Park NR33 9JR, 12noon-3pm. ‘Stone Age Stitching’. Learn 
how animal skins and bones were used in fashion clothing and try prehistoric stitching
Sunday 11th August 10am – 4pm Family Fun Day at Southwold Boating Lake. Beach Bonkers will have beachcombing treasures, a mini-beach 
and a giant beachcombing board game.  Southwold Library will be on hand with seaside stories and crafts.
Monday 12th August 10am – 12noon One Day Craft Class to introduce you to Dorset Button making.  Class includes instructions to take away 
and materials. 2 hours.  £7 pp.  Please book your place at Southwold Library 01502 722519

 

Thursday 15th August. 2.00pm at Beccles Library. Talk by John Clouting. John will give an illustrated talk on fire prevention and demonstrate 
aids to help alert you to smoke/fire in your home. Free talk. No need to book. Refreshments available.
Thursday 15th August.  Neal’s Life Awareness Centre, The Waveney Centre, New Market, Beccles.  NR34 9HE  Talk with Suzan Clements 
‘Natural Health & Spiritual Healing.  Alex Lovelock, Medium.  Adm Free.  Open 6.45.  Refreshments.  Free stands.  E: nealsutton1@gmail.com

Sunday 18th August A free family event at Lowestoft Museum in Nicholas Everitt Park NR33 9JR. 12noon-3pm ‘ Flint Knapping with John Lord’. 
Join a master in the craft of flint knapping and see the ancient techniques used to make flint tools!
Thursday 22nd August     Fishy Family Fun for all ages at Lowestoft Maritime Museum, Sparrows Nest Park, Lowestoft 11am – 3pm. Create 
your own sea-faring souvenir to take home. Normal admission charges apply.
Thursday 22nd August 12.00 noon – 2.00pm Picnic, Stories & Bird Feeding Crafts at Jubilee Green, Reydon (by the Sole Bay Health Centre).  
Bring your own picnic & seating.  Make crafts to feed our feathered friends!  Plus, bird themed stories and art.
Saturday 24th August - Sunday September 1st. Daily 10am to 4pm. Evening Preview Friday 23rd Waveney Artist At War – Exhibition based on 
Alfred Munnings’ paintings as war artist in France during WW1.
Sunday 25th August. Norfolk & Suffolk Dahlia Society Annual Show.  Alburgh Village Hall, between IP20 0BZ  10-4pm Adm Free Tombola, 
plants for sale.  Details:  01502 715826



9

Sunday 25th August at 2-30pm. Famous Cream Teas at 1 Waterloo Road, Sotterley, Nr BECCLES ,NR 34 7UA With Grand Raffle , Music and 
Stalls.  In aid of the Sotterley Chapel. All welcome, plenty of free parking 
Tuesday 27th August.  Coffee Morning at 11.00am in the Wangford Community Centre. come and enjoy good coffee or tea + a cake, or a 
scone or a sausage roll and good company all for £2.  Proceeds to Wangford Church
Thursday 29th August.  Fishy Family Fun for all ages at Lowestoft Maritime Museum, Sparrows Nest Park, Whapload Rd, Lowestoft  11am – 
3pm. Create your own sea-faring souvenir to take home.
Saturday 31st August. Wrentham Village Hall Film Night.  MARY POPPINS  Emily Blunt   Doors 6.45pm, film 7.30pm. £4.50 inc’ refreshments.  
Saturday 31st August. Summer Fete.  Being held by the friendship group at St Benedict’s Church, Hollingsworth Road, Lowestoft.  2pm till 
4pm. Various stalls including refreshments.  FREE entrance.
Sunday 1st September. Dentill Vintage working day at Glebe Farm, Denton IP20 0BB. Ad £5 Under 16s Free.  www.dentill.org
Sunday 1st September. Falcon Meadow Fun Dog Show with agility ring.  12noon - 4pm. 10 fun classes to enter. Food stalls. Ice cream. Craft 
stalls. Face painting. RNIB. The Dogs Trust.  Details:  07860 651302
Sunday 1 September   Garden Open and Plant & Bulb Sale at Gable House, Redisham, Beccles NR34 8NE  11 - 5pm  Salad Lunches and Home-
made teas.  Free admission
Tuesday 3rd September - Linda Kingcott - The Green Man and Friends.  Flower demonstration for Loddon Flower Club, St John’s Lecture Hall, 
George Lane, Loddon, NR14 6NB, 6-45pm for 7-15pm.  Visitors £6, all welcome. More info Alex:  01508-493869.
Wednesday 4th September.  Reydon Women’s Institute meeting.  Reydon Village Hall at 2.30 pm. Jason Salisbury talks about Suffolk 
Farmhouse Cheeses, all welcome. Contact Sue Pretty for details. 01502 724361 
Friday 6th September  RSPB Lowestoft meet at St Mark’s Church Centre, Oulton Broad, NR33 9JX at 7.30pm for a talk: ‘Looking for the 
Goshawk - The Lost Raptor’ by Conor Jameson, conservationist. All welcome, visitors £3.
Friday 6th  September.  Harvest Supper.  Beccles Friends of Cancer Research UK,two course supper. 7.30pm (open 7pm) at Beccles Public Hall. 
Entertainment by  BellaTonic. .Tickets £15 from the box office or online at www.becclespublichall.org.uk 
Saturday 7th September DANCE NIGHT at Bungay Football Club  featuring BRIGHT SPARK from 8pm. £10. All profits to Bungay Community 
Library. Tickets from the library or Elizabeth on 01986894247.

Last Sunday of the Month Monthly Car Boot Sale March to October 2019 Wortwell Core Community Centre IP20 0HS  2 - 5pm Free Admission.  
Refreshments.   contact 01986 788511 for bookings and info wortwellcore@gmail.com
First Monday of each Month Charity Pub Quiz 7 pm White Horse, Chedgrave, for further details contact www.3millionsteps.org.
Every Monday Southwold Art Circle Portrait Group meet at 10am in The Guide Hut in Gautley Road, Southwold.  £3.00 per 2x hour session. 
There is no need to register; just turn up if interested.
Every Tuesday and Friday mornings North Lowestoft United Reformed Church, Open Doors Coffee Shop. London Road North, Lowestoft 
between 10am and 12 noon. Pop in and see us at the top of the pedestrian precinct.
Every Wednesday. Coffee Morning at The Salvation Army. Beccles. NR34 9TQ. 9-30 to 11-30am. All welcome for coffee, tea and a chat.”
Every Friday.  Beccles Country Market, Quaker Hall, Smallgate. 9.15-11am.  Enq: Jill Pulford 01502 715826
Last Friday of each month - MINI MARKET AND CAFE - Blythburgh Church from 10:30am to 12 noon.. Homemade cakes, tea & coffee, plus stalls 
with gifts, plants, pies & savouries, cards and cakes, etc.  All welcome. 
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TALENTED ANNABEL LANDS THE PERFECT PART!
11-year-old Annabel Nichols from Leiston is celebrating after landing the role 
as the adorable Baby Bear in Leiston Film Theatre’s fabulous family Pantomime, 
Goldilocks and the Three Bears, which comes to their stage between the 16th and 
19th January 2020.
Energetic Annabel is no stranger to the stage and has been part of the venue’s 
popular Pantomimes for three years, as part of the ensemble cast, but this is her 
first time in a lead role and she cannot wait to wear her costume and join her furry 
family of Mummy and Daddy Bear.
Annabel, who attends Coldfair Green School, has performed with the Suffolk 
All Stars and has excelled in Disco Dance, Street Dance and Rock ‘n’ Roll and is 
currently working towards her Grade 3 Modern exam. When not dancing, she is an 
active member of the Leiston and District Swimming Club and has competed at 
the Amateur Swimming Association’s Suffolk Counties Championships.
Annabel was invited to audition for the part of Baby Bear and after impressing 
the producers with a solo song and dance routine and performing three pages of 
scripted material, was offered the part, which she was excited to accept. 
The Pantomime has been written by Wayne Burns and Stephen Ginger, who 
between them have over 30 years of Pantomime behind them. 

Packed to the panto-brim with slapstick family fun, toe-tapping tunes and a huge helping of audience 
participation, the show looks set to be another success for the venue, with over 1,000 tickets already sold.
Goldilocks and the Three Bears, the fabulous family Pantomime, appears live at Leiston Film Theatre on Thursday 
16th, Friday 17th, Saturday 18th and Sunday 19th January 2020. Tickets are priced at £14.95 for adults, £13.95 for 
seniors and £12.95 for children and are now available from the Leiston Film Theatre box office on 01728 830549 
or at: www.leistonfilmtheatre.co.uk

HALESWORTH HERITAGE GEMS REVEALED
‘Halesworth on the Map’ is the theme of this year’s Halesworth Heritage Open Days on the weekend of 21-22 September.

Held every two years since 2015, the Heritage Days give residents and visitors alike the chance to explore buildings they may 
have previously passed by and investigate aspects of the town’s history they knew nothing about. 

Nearly a dozen buildings will open their doors across the weekend, among them the 16th-century Old Rectory, hidden away in 
beautiful gardens within a stone’s throw of the Thoroughfare. Knowledgeable guides will be on-hand throughout the weekend 

to lead six different themed tours  of the town     More details in The Bugle September edition 
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As with most fashions and fads, I am often 
surprised at what people do in the name of 
fashion; some charming, others (Baggy Pants) not 
so much. 
A recent trend, which I must admit to liking very 
much, is the conversion of unusual items into 
Lamps, and works of art wrapped around a 
household lamp.
It is very nice having an unusually shaped table/
standard lamp, very arty, very novel, but what if 
you have an item yourself that could be turned 
into an electric lamp? As a Portable Appliance 
Tester, I am constantly being asked to repair 
broken lamps and convert oil lamps into electric 
lamps. Why stop there? 
If you have an ‘ornament’ that serves no practical 
purpose, but you are reluctant to dispose of, 
why not turn it into a lamp? That way something 
‘personal’ need never be given or thrown away! 
What about those toys that the kids no longer play 
with, are you going to throw them away, give 
them to a charity shop, try and sell them through 
Facebook etc? Why not turn the toy (if possible) 
into a lamp for the child? Your child can show off 
a lamp that none of their classmates own! 
I can also just ‘fix’ a table, standard or wall 
mounted lamps, for use in the home. Why not give 
me a call via the below numbers and/or email 
and see what I can do for you.  
Tel:     01502 589178    Mob:  07800 86 77 42   
Email: stansmithpattester@outlook.com

NEW LAMPS FOR OLD!!   
with Stan Smith

Halesworth dementia Carers Fund 
On Thursday 11th July 2019 Halesworth dementia Carers’ Fund 
held its 6th Annual General Meeting which reported a very 
successful year. A report was given of the funds achievement in 
providing care in supporting 26 families on a one to one basis 
within the Halesworth and District area, in people’s homes, 
together with opportunities in providing days out with a respite 
care service designed to meet the needs of the individual.
A generous grant was gratefully received from Heveningham 
Hall Trust towards our costs in providing our Dementia Support 
Worker, Alice Sparksman, seconded from the Alzheimer’s 
Society, to be at Cutlers Hill Surgery, Halesworth Library and in 
the community two days a week where she can be contacted for 
help, support and sign post to other services. 
Alice runs a peer support group monthly and plans to develop 
a ‘moving on’ group for those who have been bereaved or have 
a loved one living in residential care and need a different kind 
of support. She also has delivered ‘Dementia Friends’ sessions 
locally to Police Officers and at Holton Primary School.
HdCF have continued to put on our bi-monthly film Matinees 
with the support of The Cut. We have had three ‘firsts’ this year 
– a dance, a sponsored walk and a week in the i-Chameleon 
pop-up shop in the Thoroughfare. Together with Donations, 
Fill-a-Jars, Collection Pots and Chari-TEA parties held for us we 
raised the magnificent sum of £18,000 towards respite care.
Carers Day, organised in conjunction with the Halesworth 
Volunteer Centre proved to be a busy lively day with stalls, 
classes and events. An estimated 95 people came to talk and 
find out information of help to them.
A vote of thanks was given to the families who have donated 
generously to our charity from funeral collections and also to 
Jill Denny who continues to support us by selling her popular 
handcrafted throughout the year.
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End of an era as popular 
Desmond’s Restaurant  closes

Desmond’s, the immensely popular Pizza Restaurant and Coffee House 
in London Road South, Lowestoft, served it’s final meal on July 19th
Desmond’s closed 10 years to the day after it opened, and that 
was very intentional. Owner Desmond Baldry is setting off on a new 
adventure spending time with family and doing a bit of travelling as 
well.  When Desmond’s opened in 2009 his friend said he would never 
make it work - how wrong he was!
Desmond’s has been a runaway success in no small part to the energy 
and enthusiasm of Desmond himself.  He has always proved to be a real 
live wire and a truly flamboyant character full of fun with an ethos that 
life is all about being happy and making others happy too.  
The restaurant regularly featured in TripAdvisor’s top 10 in Lowestoft.  
His first class food was always served with a smile by 
Desmond’s equally happy chirpy staff! 

On Christmas Day 2017 he opened his restaurant so 
that the homeless and the lonely could enjoy a good meal.
We have a feeling that Desmond will be very much missed.  

      He is a welcome and familiar face in the town.
London Road South in Kirkley will never quite be the same.

Good luck Desmond in all that you do from both of us 
                 at The Bugle - Don’t be a stranger!
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Have you ever wondered what 
Handfasting really is or what a 

Spiritual Celebrant actually does? 
Well here we have the answers!

More & more people today are 
moving away from the idea of religious 
ceremonies for all manner of reasons.  
Lots of folks consider themselves these 

days to be Spiritual, Non-Religious 
and prefer to have a ceremony more 
earth and nature centered.  Not only 
Handfastings but funerals and naming 
ceremonies are all catered for by the 

Spiritual Celebrant.
A Handfasting Ceremony is offered in the 
place of the traditional Church wedding.  

For many people this deeply meaningful ceremony is enough but for others who would still wish to be 
legally married, then a registry office visit a day or so before the Handfasting is optional!  

There are many types of Handfastings offered from Celtic or Pagan to Hippie & Native American.
The Handfasting consists of gently tying coloured ribbons or braid around the hands of both as the couple 
say their vows to each other.  These are either written by them or with the help of the Celebrant who will 

visit the couple to arrange the ceremony well in advance.  The happy couple and the family usually take 
care of the theme for the Handfasting, which are nearly always Mother Earth & Nature orientated with lots 

of flowers, braids and head-dresses, coloured ribbons and the most colourful of clothing.  
In the summer these wonderful events are held outdoors and they can be in a large garden, a park 
or even on a beach. During the ceremony the couple and the guests are celebrating nature in all its 

forms and it is not unusual to have a dog or two running around!  I performed one in June and after the 
ceremony the party started and several butterflies and two doves settled in the garden.  Wonderful!

Baby naming ceremonies are the equivilent of the Christening but the baby doesn’t get wet. Naming 
ceremonies are also offered for step-children, adopted children and others who may now be a part of a 

family and it is a fabulous event with a book for everyone to sign, bonding ceremony, even a tree planting. 
Spiritual Celebrant Funerals are incredibly moving, especially when held outdoors in a woodland burial 

park amid nature.  They are themed for Celtic, Pagan, Hippie, Native American or simply nature & earth.
Neal Sutton.  Spiritual Celebrant.  E: nealsutton1@gmail.com   www.nealsutton.co.uk  (see ad page 21)

Did You know that our current saying 
of ‘tying the knot’ is derived from the 

Celtic Handfasting Ceremony?
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Dear Bugle
I refer to the article in last month’s Bugle by Ken Brickell 
“D Day Rehearsals No-one Talks About”. 
The article, whilst correct in most respects, has 
unfortunately obfuscated two different events which 
took place some hours apart and were entirely 
unrelated.
The first incident occurred on the morning of 27 April 
1944 when landing craft were making a practice 
landing and the delayed timing of the second wave 
ashore unfortunately coincided with a bombardment 
from ships resulting in casualties through “friendly 
fire”. It was rumoured that up to 450 men were killed 
although there are no official figures for this incident.
The real tragedy came a few hours later in the early 
hours of 28 April 1944, as convoy T-4 comprising eight 
large LSTs carrying vehicles and engineers from the 
American 1st Engineer Special Brigade was attacked 
with torpedoes and gunfire from nine Kriegsmarine 
E-Boats in Lyme Bay. Two LSTs were sunk and two 
others damaged, one by “friendly fire”. On 30 April the 
casualties were reported as 749 dead or missing. The 
deaths were not reported by SHAEF until August, along 
with those from the invasion itself. The biggest concern 
at the time was that 10 of the missing officers had 
been privy to the date and details of the invasion. All 
were eventually confirmed dead.  
I am puzzled as to why Ken has omitted this incident 
from his article as it has been very well researched 
over the past 20 years. Clearly there was a cover-up at 

the time as losses like this would not have been good 
for anyone’s morale except the enemy.
Lessons learned from the tragedy included better 
radio co-ordination between Allied ships and small 
rescue craft to pick up men offshore.
Yours sincerely,   Bob Collis

Dear Bugle,
I do not know whereabouts ‘name supplied’ lives, 
but we have travelled the highways and byways 
and backroads of Suffolk for many years, and not 
once have we come across a speeding tractor, quite 
the reverse in fact. In our experience tractor drivers 
drive with a great care and consideration toward 
other road users, often with a tailback of traffic, some 
patient some not, and often pull in when they can so 
that traffic can pass.  
I also take issue with my namesake, who wrote in 
regarding street lights being turned off at 11.30pm. It 
is suggested that this will result in an influx of people 
in A&E with broken this that and the other because 
they failed to see an uneven bit of pavement.  I do 
not know how many people are out and about late at 
night or during the early hours making their way along 
unlit streets but carrying a torch and looking where 
you are going is what people always used to do, and 
if they still did it would prevent them coming a cropper 
and having to call an ambulance. 
Graham Curtis   
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Win a Meal For Two at Wenhaston Star!
 

Last month’s winner was Jennie Goreham from Harleston
  who correctly identified Farah Fawcett Majors 

All you have to do is identify the 
star pictured on the right.

Email your answer to us on: 
  the.buglemag@yahoo.co.uk

Including your address
Closing date 15th August

Not just the scenery of Suffolk, but every kind of 
subject matter captured on canvas and paper 
with paint, pastel, pencil and all media by the 
members of Southwold Art Circle at their Annual 
Exhibition from Monday 19th August to Sunday 
1st September.
Landscape, Still Life, Portraiture, Wildlife, 
Abstract, Botanical etc are usually all 
represented in the work on display, and the 
price range on work for sale is as large as you 
would expect from so varied a group of artists 
and so varied a choice of work.
This long-established group of local artists, with 
a membership of over 100, will have their best 
work on display and for sale at The Scout Hall, 
Mights Road, Southwold IP18 6BE, from 10.00am 
– 5.00pm daily. Admission is free and there is 
free parking for visitors to the exhibition

Memories of Suffolk 
captured in Art. Following on from the success of previous years the 

Worlingham Village Fete will be held in sunny September 
at All Saints Green behind Worlingham Church.  There 
will be stalls, games, music, food, drink  and fun for all 
the family.
The fete will start with a performance by the excellent 
Wrentham Brass band and there will be music near the 
beer tent by local band Cold Sweat and Isaac, who 
recently featured on TV in The Voice Kids UK 2018.
There will be The Waggytails dog ability team, The 
Andrew Miller Magic Show, Beccles football fun for boys 
and girls, Unicorn Alpacas, Fritton Owl Sanctuary, Classic 
Cars and much more. 
There will be all the traditional attractions – raffle, 
bouncy castle, stalls, Punch and Judy, tombola and 
a variety of games and competitions – and the usual 
range of food, refreshments and drinks.
Entrance is £1.00 for adults and children free.  Please 
note that dogs should be kept on a lead.
please contact Steve on 01502 714901 or email 
worlinghamfete@yahoo.co.uk

WORLINGHAM VILLAGE FETE 
Saturday 7th September 1.30 pm.to 5.00 pm
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AS the girl walked up the lane near her house, 
enjoying the afternoon sunshine and the business 
of nature around her, she noticed in the near 
distance, a brown object in the road.
She walked a little quicker because she feared that 
it was an animal and if it was, why wasn’t it running 
away as she approached?  As she got close she 
slowed her pace as she could see that it was a 
rabbit and it was watching the approach of this 
human with a natural concern.  
The rabbit was on the side of the road just by 
a large wild verge and the girl was careful as 
she didn’t want the rabbit to disappear into the 
undergrowth.  She slowly walked to the front of 
the rabbit.  It was a two tone brown rabbit with 
wonderful markings but on its head she noticed a 
large area where the skin of the poor creature was 
missing.  It was freshly done and the girl concluded 
in her mind that it must have been a car.
The rabbit was clearly stunned and the girl was 
perplexed as to what to do.  She knew that if she 
approached the little creature that it would try to 
run away.  If she tried to pick it up it would panic 
and scratch until she dropped it.
Being as one with nature the girl did not want to 

just leave the animal.  Would it be better to get any 
approaching car to run over the rabbit and finish 
it off?  The thought appalled her, she couldn’t do 
that.  As she stood and stared at the rabbit it stared 
right back at her.  The two both knew what was 
going on and the girl decided that the beautifully 
marked rabbit would be better off hopping back 
through the undergrowth to rejoin it’s many 
relatives!  The rabbit gave her one last look and 
hopped slowly and unsteadily back though the 
undergrowth.
The girl asked spirit to look after the rabbit - one way 
or the other.  She smiled as she heard a still small 
voice in her head that said:  ‘Don’t worry - we are 
watching this one just as surely as we are all the 
millions of other creatures who are innocently living 
a life.  He will not pass back alone, no creature ever 
does’.    
The girl stopped and smiled and quietly said ‘Tell 
him that the human being who stopped - cared’.
The girl continued her walk and on the way back 
she looked for the rabbit but of course he was 
nowhere to be seen.  Was he alive or was he dead 
or dying?  She smiled as she realised that not one 
creature dies alone. She smiled all the way home. 
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Lowestoft Heritage Open Days
13th - 22 Sepember 

Heritage Open Days is England’s largest 
festival of history and culture, bringing 
together over 2,000 organisations, 5,000 
events and 40,000 volunteers. Every year 

in September, places across the country throw open 
their doors to celebrate their heritage, community and 
history. It’s your chance to see hidden places and try 
out new experiences – and it’s all FREE.
Lowestoft was 13 in the UK for the number of events 
last year, with over 10,000 visits to the various sites and 
events across the town. The HOD’s committee are full 
steam ahead to make 2019 another great year.
Many venues have already registered, and more are 
coming online every day. 
The East Anglian Transport Museum will be running a 
free hourly bus service between venues in an Eastern 
Coach Works liveried bus from 10.30am - 16.30pm on 
14 September, so you can travel in historic style.
In North Lowestoft, the Town Hall will be open with 
stalls from local groups and tours of the building by 
Lowestoft Town Councillors.  Many properties along 
the historic High Street are open, the old chemist 
shop is a must see and new for 2019 is 30 High Street, 
previously home of Admiral Sir Thomas Allin. 
There are events to celebrate the Heritage Action 
Zone and The Ness, the UK’s most easterly park, with a 
series of talks at Blackshore, a new clothing company 
on Whapload Road on the 21-22 September. 
Lowestoft Maritime Museum is open and entry is free 
during HODs. Dean Parkin is devising a free ‘Lowestoft 
The Ness Big Quiz’ which you can pick up from various 
venues over the Festival.

Easterly Artists have a pop up exhibition at 161-165 
London Road North on the HODs theme People Power.
Port House will be open every day from 13 – 22 
September, with the biggest ever staged picture 
exhibition by Bert Collyer. 
The exhibition space at the Parcels Sorting Office, 
Lowestoft Train Station has a full afternoon of talks on 
14 September including one by TV’s “Flog it” presenter, 
Elizabeth Talbot.
The Marina Theatre are hosting backstage tours and 
free workshops and you can tour Bethel Theatre, home 
to the Lowestoft Players. Top of the Tower Tours will be 
taking place at Our Lady Star of Sea church for great 
views over the town.
Royal Norfolk & Suffolk Yacht Club will be opening their 
doors and you can visit LT472, Excelsior, one of the 
nation’s 60 most important historic vessels all on 20-22 
September. The International Boatbuilding Training 
College is well worth a visit to see boatbuilding in 
action.
Pakefield Old Lighthouse will be open in the grounds at 
Pontins at the southern end of the Festival.
With Living Library of Lowestoft at the main Library and 
lots of surprise free events at Lowestoft Museum there 
are venues and events for all ages.
You can search for events here 
www.heritageopendays.org.uk and keep an eye on 
Facebook:  
‘Heritage Open Days Lowestoft 13-22 September 2019’.  
Enjoy!
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Golden Find at Geldeston Lock   
The  River Waveney Trust

Work has just finished on the latest phase to restore 
the upper brickwork of Geldeston lock, whose walls 
had fallen into disrepair above the waterline.  It was 
first constructed in 1670, being the lowest lock of a 
group of four which enabled trading wherries to reach 
Bungay.  The last major repair to this lock was in 1910.  
River transportation of goods gave way to road traffic 
when army surplus lorries became readily available 
after the First World War.  By 1934 the river trade was 
over.  
The River Waveney Trust, based in Harleston, was 
formed in 2012 and a founder member, Geoff 
Doggett, had a dream that a working wherry would 
once again be moored up in the Geldeston lock.  With 
his inspiration and guidance, the Beccles branch of 
the RWT set about a programme that would stabilise 
the lock walls and bring his dream closer to reality.  
There are no current plans to reinstate the gates but 
when the walls are completed there may be a need 
to dredge before a wherry can enter.  
There was plenty of work for the Beccles members 
to do but they had to call on volunteers from the 
Waterways Recovery Group to do the expert brick 
laying.  This country wide group of volunteers have 
given us their time and experience for one week at 
a time for the past three years.  They have lodged 
at the Bungay Riverside Centre.  The Beccles based 
volunteers have cleaned as many of the old bricks 
as possible, which have then been used by the WRG 
brickies.  The money for the new bricks and other 
materials and expenses has come from a variety 
of sources.  The funding was kick started by Geoff 
Doggett doing a parachute jump and spearheading 

a scheme to sell memorial bricks that were attached 
to the lock wall as space became available.  
To achieve what we have done in a relatively short 
space of time would not have been possible without 
the generous help and encouragement of so many 
individuals and local firms, with two major contributions 
from Aviva and the Broads Authority.  
The finding of a gentleman’s gold ring with a diamond 
inserted and assayed in the 1950s, beneath the 
surface and close to the wall on the very first day of 
this year’s project, seemed to be an omen of good 
fortune.  There has been much speculation as to how 
it found its way there.  The loss must have been a bitter 
blow and this story may well have lived on.  
The Beccles members are keen to see the owner or 
his relatives traced and the ring returned and if any 
Bugle readers can provide a clue please contact River 
Waveney Trust via their Facebook.

The Gold Ring found during restoration 
work at Geldeston Lock
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Menace of the Doodlebugs     Bob Collis
By June 1944, with the invasion of France well 
underway, the Luftwaffe were absent from the skies 
of East Anglia. However, the Germans hit back with a 
new kind of indiscriminate warfare.
The first two examples of Hitler’s “Vengeance 
weapons” the V-1 flying bomb or ‘Doodlebug’ arrived 
in Suffolk at Peasenhall and Wolverstone on 16 June 
1944, only three days after the Germans began their 
80 day onslaught against London with the world’s first 
jet-propelled cruise-missile.
These first robot-bombs to hit the county, all launched 
from sites in the Pas-de-Calais area of France are 
assumed to have suffered a failure of their air-log 
mechanism which caused them to fly on until they ran 
out of fuel. Several others quickly followed. At 1515 
hours on 26 June a V-1 exploded in a beet field at 
Coldstone Hall Farm, Badingham, damaging windows 
a 1/4  mile away.  
At night the flying bombs appearance was 
unmistakable, roaring through the darkness with a tail 
of flame and a deep guttural note likened to a tractor 
going up a steep hill. On the evening of 1 July people 
in Southwold had their first glimpse of a V-1 when 
another errant missile approached from the south at 

2,000 ft and passed over the town  a minute after the 
“Crash” air-raid warning had been sounded. The late 
David Blythe told me “I remember it was the first one 
we saw, the damn thing was heading out to sea!” The 
V-1 crossed out at Covehithe and shortly afterwards 
an explosion was heard as the bomb went into the sea 
off Kessingland.

During the autumn and winter of 1944-45, many more 
V-1s would cross, and fall in, East Suffolk, and others 
would be blasted from the sky by AA batteries on the 
coast. The very last to reach Britain was destroyed on 
the Suffolk coast on 29 March 1945.

Some days are better, 
some days are worse.
Look for the blessing 
instead of the curse

Be positive, stay strong 
and get enough rest
You can’t do it all, 
so just do your best

Yesterday is 
in your head
Tomorrow is 

in your hands
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For eight days in late June, 
Southwold attracted thousands 
of visitors to attend the sixth 
annual ‘Southwold Arts Festival’. 
The opening street parade 
provided a stunning array of 
colour and activity with costumes 
based on ‘fantastic creatures’ 
accompanied by dancers, bands 
and stilt walkers, culminating in 
the opening ceremony with the 
festival’s patron Emma Freud 
MBE. 
Throughout the week the music 
included opera, classical, blues, 
Doo-Wop, country and jazz, and 
some events sold out completely, 
whilst others played to near 
capacity audiences. The Festival 
Director Lin Le Versha said ‘We 
have an extremely hardworking 
team who each play an essential 
part in making the festival a 
success, including  our festival 
photographer Ian Lomas, the 
print media, our stewards and 
the wonderful team who placed 
placards and banners all over the 
area to promote the festival for 
weeks before the event’.  
Keep the dates free for next 
year, when the seventh annual 
Southwold Arts Festival returns 
for eight days on June 20th 2020.

SOUTHWOLD 
ARTS FESTIVAL

 REPORT

Flowers can be ‘green’ too!
Clinks Care farm is delighted to announce 
the opening of the regions only ‘Pick Your 
Own Cut Flower Garden’. Nestled just off 
the A143 near Beccles the award winning 
working farm is an oasis for disadvantaged 
people, providing a natural therapeutic 
environment whilst combining the care of the 
land with the care of the people.
The new cut flower garden embraces this 
ethos with its swathes of naturalistic, relaxed 
planting. The large mixture of perennials and 
annuals grown, planted and tended with the 
assistance of the farm helpers is a riot of colour, texture and form. 

The farm has continued its practice of growing without chemicals, and 
already the bees and butterflies have shown their appreciation.

At only three months old it’s already a success and is open to the public 
Monday to Saturday 10am to 3.30pm.  Why not pay them a visit?

Clinks Care Farm, Church Road, Toft Monks, Norfolk NR34 0ET   
Tel 01502 679134

Pakefield Church is getting 
a new hat!
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HSNGR are pleased to announce that, since last 
month’s report in the Bugle, Members and supporters 
have sponsored more than half of the sleepers for the 
Halesworth Millennium Green junction project.  We are 
very grateful to the Millennium Green Trustees for allowing 
this work to continue.  We are now confident enough in 
the fund-raising effort to make a start.  
The first job will be clearance of weeds that have grown 
on the track-bed since scrapping in 1941, and then, 
after levelling, weed-supressing membrane will be laid, 
followed by gravel ballast.  Access to the site is very 
awkward, and in fact represents the hardest part of the 
Project:  the only way to get there is via a narrow winding 
footpath among trees, and with 14 long rails and about 
25 tonnes of ballast needing delivery (not forgetting 
sleepers, rail fixings, and so on), the logistics are complex.
Sleeper sponsorship is open to anyone (no Membership is 
required) – and your initials will be on “your” sleeper:  you 
can sponsor on our website 
www.halesworthtosouthwoldrailway.co.uk.
Meanwhile, work continues at the workshop, with 
improvements and alterations being carried out on all 
our rolling stock:  our Channel Tunnel locomotive, our 
ironstone quarry wagon, and our Royal Naval wagon 
(which is being rebuilt to become our first coach).  The 
Halesworth to Southwold Railway was built to an unusual 
gauge – three feet (914mm) – so there is very little rolling 
stock available.  Most have to be altered from other 
gauges – which is also true of our pointwork.  Although 
it would have been easier to go for a more common 
gauge, this aspect of the railway is historically important.  
Also, the technical specifications of the railway (which 
cover much more than just the gauge) must of course be 
the same over the whole 8 miles:  the Southwold Trust at 
the east end of the railway, and ourselves, are already in 
agreement on these matters.
Membership has now reached 89, so our goal of 100 
members this year will easily be achieved:  what we 

need most of all is working volunteers, however, as the 
enormous demands of all our Projects are beginning to 
overwhelm the very loyal regulars.  To have any chance 
of rebuilding the railway – a very large task 90 years 
after closure – we will need a lot more willing workers in 
all departments.  Current workdays are Tuesdays and 
Sundays – anyone is welcome to come and have a 
look around with no obligation – just ring us first on 07379 
789665.  We enjoy ourselves enormously in beautiful 
scenery, and our volunteers also provide refreshments.
 

Above all, if the railway re-creation plan is to be fulfilled, 
we need access to the track-bed itself (apart from on 
the Millennium Green, with whom we already have an 
agreement covering certain areas), through Halesworth, 
Holton, Mells and Wenhaston.  The railway’s course can 
easily be followed on the OS map.  Halesworth residents, 
we are assured, would very much like to have their “Lost 
Railway” back, but without land to build it on the idea 
will be stillborn.  All we need is a 3.5m wide by 3.5m high 
linear box (about 11 x 11 feet) – although we would very 
much like also to have a lineside path, about another 1 
to 2m (3 to 6 feet) wide, if adjoining landowners do not 
object.  Existing rights-of-way, and most of the mature 
trees, will not need to be disturbed, and the line will be 
securely bounded with traditional fencing as would have 
been seen from 1879 (and still can be seen in places).  
Heritage railways, as is well known, provide linear wildlife 
corridors, with trains providing no disturbance to any 
fauna or flora – evidence of this can easily be seen on 
any of the other 201 such railways in the UK (there are 
14 in East Anglia alone).  Few if any of them, however, 
possess the charm and historical importance of our own 
narrow gauge railway, and hardly any others can be built 
on the original track-bed (with some minor diversions):  
the HSR’s civil engineering features have survived almost 
intact.  
James Hewett and Ken Penrose, Co-Chairmen

HALESWORTH to SOUTHWOLD NARROW GAUGE RAILWAY SOCIETY
Dedicated to re-creating Halesworth’s lost railway 
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Bands of Hope and Glory goes from strength to 
strength.  The Sparrows Nest Park ‘feature of the 
season’ extends this year not only to brilliant Rock & 
Blues bands but will also incorporate a Chitty Chitty 
Bang Bang Fancy dress Theme!  There will be prizes for 
the best authentic fancy dress entrant and a special 
appearance of the Lowestoft Players who will record 
and perform a sneaky preview of Ian Flemings Chitty 
Chitty Bang Bang!  (The show is being staged on the 
24th to the 28th September at the Marina Theatre 
Lowestoft.)

Performers of the day include Carly Beamish an up 
and coming talented singer, The Junk Shop Poets, 
Chris James who appeared on The Voice, The 
Uninvited and The Coronation Kings to name but a 
few of the outstanding local performers and talent.The 
compere is Kimble Reynolds with comedy from Darryl 
Peek.

There will also be stalls with among others - a Raffle 
with a chance to win a new car, vegan cakes, 
bouncy castles, face painting, Slimming World, East 
Coast Hospice, and Tumble Tots, the features of the 
day, with appearances from 
Boopy Bear, Beepy Bear and Radio Yare Bear.
 

The Bands of Hope and Glory concert kicks off at 12 
noon going on through till 8.30pm. If you would like a 
stall, places are still available.
Admission is free and donations are gladly accepted 
towards the good causes that this event is supporting.

Bands Of Hope & Glory 
At the Sparrows Nest in Lowestoft 11th August
On Behalf of East Coast Hospice and Hospital Radio Yare

Scientists at Rolls Royce built a gun specifically 
to launch dead chickens at the windshields 
of airliners and military jets all travelling at 

maximum velocity. 
The idea is to simulate the frequent incidents 

of collisions with airborne fowl to test 
the strength of the windshields. American 

engineers heard about the gun and were eager 
to test it on the windshields of their new high 

speed trains.
Arrangements were made, and a gun was sent 

to the American engineers.
When the gun was fired, the engineers stood 

shocked as the chicken hurled out of the 
barrel, crashed into the shatterproof shield, 
smashed it to smithereens, blasted through 
the control console, snapped the engineer’s 
back-rest in two and embedded itself in the 

back wall of the cabin like an arrow shot from 
a bow.

The horrified Yanks sent Rolls Royce the 
disastrous results of the experiment, along 

with the designs of the windshield and begged 
the British scientists for suggestions. Rolls 

Royce responded with the following one-line 
memo: Defrost the chicken !

SCIENTISTS 
AND CHICKENS!



23

The kids games of yesteryear - no playstations in sight!  with John Blowers

How did the young occupy their leisure time in the 
early 1900s? These examples will undoubtedly be read 
in disbelief by today’s young, reared in much more 
sophisticated times.
The venues for most of our outdoor activities were the 
side streets and alley-ways of our neighbourhoods, 
almost devoid of traffic in those days save for the 
odd bicycle, hand barrow or horse and cart. Football 
was probably the most popular activity here, mostly 
played with an old tennis ball. Footballs in those days 
consisted of a leather outer casing and an inflatable 
rubber inner bladder. I remember how privileged we 
felt at one stage when one of our playmates acquired 
one of these minus the bladder, which was replaced 
with screwed up newspaper to give it it’s spherical 
form. Other street based games were cricket, with 
home-made bats and a box for stumps; rounders, with 
our jumpers or jackets marking the bases.
Others, played seated or crouched on the pavement 
involved marbles and another called “Jackstones” 
using  small flat pebbles.        Activities further from 
home would involve unaccompanied visits to the 
beach with some Mother provided sandwiches and a 
bottle of pop or ginger beer. 
Some of my playmates had fishermen fathers and 
when their boats were in port and we were not at 
school, it was common to be invited on board, the 
fish markets being open to the general public in those 
days. Boarding at low tide was a little precarious – 
being achieved by scaling one of the vertical steel 
ladders attached to the quayside.

We were also frequently lured to the fish markets 
during the annual autmn herring fishing bonanza. The 
baskets of fish being swung ashore from the hundreds 
of drifters would inevitably spill some of their content 
on to the quayside and the lumpers had no objection 
to us retrieving some of thee to be taken home to 
Mum, on a length of string threaded through their gills.
A real treat was on a Saturday, attending one of the 
local cinemas that showed programmes of mainly 
adventure films (westerns etc) suitable for the young.                     
 Also in this category came the cigarette cards. A card 
would be included in every packet of cigarettes and 
were widely sought after by most boys. While mainly 
acquired from family smokers the more audacious 
youngster would happily ask a passing stranger seen 
smoking, for a card they may have. Apart from their 
collection children would obviously acquire many 
duplicates (known as twicies) which were used 
to play a game to augment their collection. This 
involved propping a card against a wall while the 
two contestants sat a few feet away and flicked one 
of their cards, in turn, in an attempt to knock it over. 
When this was achieved the thrower would collect all 
those that had failed and the game recommenced. 
Most boys’ pride and joy however, were their 
collections of as many sets as possible, which covered 
an enormous range of subjects. They represented 
a kind of encyclopaedia of their day but were 
discontinued on the outbreak of World War II to help 
conserve paper supplies and partly replaced post-war 
by cards in packets of tea, cereals and biscuits etc.
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