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Welcome to The Bugle Magazine
Well here we are again and who could have guessed that our world would change so quickly and our 
daily lives disrupted so greatly since our last mag hit the streets!
We, like so many other small businesses have suffered loss of revenue and of course some of our magazine 
pick-up points are closed for the duration of the outbreak but we are still here and serving up a healthy 
helping of positivity and information, which we hope to continue to do!  
Businesses that remain open and trading will hopefully continue to advertise with us - or start to!
We have collated as much detail as possible about available help for seniors and the housebound in our 
area.  Unfortunately, at the time of going to press some info was still outstanding. 
For up to date information on events and happenings in our area see our Facebook page - Facebook:  
The Bugle Magazine or the other Facebook pages listed below
We plan to be publishing each month as normal although our distribution outlets have obviously depleted! 
The mag is still available at our Newsagents,:  Waveney News Lowestoft • Village Rise Newsagents, 
Lowestoft • Kirkley News London Road south, Kirkley • Barbrooks General Stores in Reydon (no other outlets 
in Southwold remain open) Nisa Supermarket Pakefield • Dixons Newsagents Carlton Colville - plus B & M 
stores in Beccles & Lowestoft,• Wangford Farm Shop • Holton Garden Centre Halesworth • D C Patrick 
Newsagents Halesworth • Angel Podiatry Halesworth • Sunrise Newsagents Worlingham and a few others.
A pdf copy of the mag can be downloaded at www.buglemag.co.uk or email us and we will send you a 
pdf copy to mail on to others.  Note:  The What’s On Guide is not included this month. 
The Bugle is published by Anna & Neal Sutton and is a small independent business based at  Firs Cottage, 
Church Road, Uggeshall, Beccles NR34 8BH  We hope you enjoy reading our little mag and please feel 
free to send us items for possible inclusion
Unless the lockdown intensifies the next edition is out May1st and the copy deadline is April 18th 
For all your advertising needs, for submitting possible future What’s On Guide entries and interesting articles from 
across our area, call Anna & Neal on 01502 578074  or E:  the.buglemag@yahoo.co.uk

The Bugle Magazine•Business As Usual!
Local People, Local events, Local Business

Holton & Blyford Village Hall. 
All planned events for the foreseeable future are casncelled. These include: Bingo • Pop-up Pub • Big 

Breakfast • Mother’s Day Cream Tea • Spring Craft Fair.  All our regular hirers have cancelled or postponed 
their bookings. These include: • Yoga • Pop Chorus • Uke3A • Art Group • Cancer Research fund-raisers

Suffolk Wildlife Trust
In line with government guidance about Covid-19 and the need for social distancing, all Suffolk Wildlife 
Trust offices, visitor and learning centres are closed to the public. All school visits, volunteer work parties, 

activities and events are cancelled.
Our reserves will remain open for individual enjoyment - for nature to replenish and cheer us all. Look 

out too for our regular wildlife updates on email and social media. The wonders of spring are unfolding 
unabated and, more than ever, we all need nature in our lives. Suffolk’s wildlife still relies on your help, and 

we your continued support at this unprecedented time. Thank You.
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Uggeshall Coronavirus Community Support
There will be many of us who are feeling anxious about the developing Coronavirus pandemic and the new 
advice to stay at home if we are over 70 years old, or have medical conditions that put us at increased risk. 
So that everyone knows that someone will look out for them, we have formed a support group of volunteers. Our 
aim being to telephone isolated people regularly and to make sure they have adequate food, medication and 
support and stay as safe as possible. We will collect supplies from Wangford Stores and Wangford farm shop and 
the local surgeries, for the duration of the pandemic. 
If you would like support during the next few weeks, or would just like to discuss your worries please telephone 
Sarah Butt 01502 578519 /07979770383
If you are aware of someone who might need support during this period of isolation, please put them in touch 
with us.  If you would like to volunteer, please contact us.
Philip Hall ● Jenny Bloom ● Jane Webb ● Sally Goddard ● Amanda Hamilton ● Alan Palmer
Facebook Uggeshall Coronavirus neighbour support.   For government advice: 
www.gov.uk/government/topical-events/coronavirus-covid-19-uk-government-response
For medical advice https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/
Silverline helpline for older people 24 hours 08004 70 80 90

Our communities are coming together! If you would like to join in helping your community, join the Facebook 
groups which will co-ordinate where the help is needed.
Lowestoft: https://www.facebook.com/LUACV19/
Beccles area: https://www.facebook.com/groups/2072349422911819/
Bungay area: https://www.facebook.com/groups/837749533393498
Want a Take Away?  Visit Facebook:    Local Cafés & Restaurants Offering Takeaways  

Helpful Information

If you ever fall in love, fall in love with someone who wants to know your favourite colour and just how 
you like your coffee.  Fall in love with someone who kisses you in public and is proud to show you off to 

anyone they know.  Fall in love with someone who makes you question why you were afraid to fall in love 
in the first place.  Fall in love with someone who would never want to hurt you.  Fall in love with someone 
who falls in love with your flaws and thinks you’re perfect just the way you are.  Fall in love with someone 

who knows you are the one they want to wake up with each day.  
Then laugh together, dance in the rain together, hold hands often, watch the rainbows by day and see the 

stars sparkle by night. 
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CANCELLED

LOCKDOWN!  Time to look at keeping Happy!
Whether we realise it or not, the human being is 
naturally a sociable animal.  We love the company of 
others and interact well together (as a rule!)  This may 
just be tested to breaking point in any lockdown that 
we have to adhere to because of Covid 19.  It is a fact 
that many young people today are less sociable than 
they were 50 years ago, being more content in front of 
a computer or gaming screen than engaging with a 
room full of family!  
   Being confined to barracks was always a bit of a 
punishment but right now it is for our own safety so let’s 
see what we can do to mitigate the effects of close 
confinement!
  Always have some happy lights about the place, 
colourful globed lights that you see around the 
children’s headboards should be in the lounge and 
anywhere else you feel like putting a set!  They will 
cheer up the room and you as well.
  The TV is a source of more entertainment than at any 
time in the last 50 years.  You can plan a binge watch 
night and microwave some popcorn!
Keep your dvd collection handy just in case the 
internet streaming buckles under the strain of so many 
people getting on-line at the same time.
Get out those old games like Twister, Ker Plunk, Jenga 
and not forgetting Draughts, Chess, Monopoly and 
good old Trivial Pursuit! 
   Bring out those old cds and maybe even vinyl for a 
great night of nostalgia - maybe even a pop quiz? 
How about a treasure hunt with clues hidden around 

the house eventually leading to a prize?  One clue 
leads to another but don’t make the clues too easy! 
Get involved in nature with potting plants & vegetable 
seeds obtained from your local farm shop.
As the weather improves how about a bar-b-q?
   Whatever you decide to do just keep it fun and keep 
the family smiling.  Unlike the war when people had 
bombs dropping on them, you have no such worries.  
You have so much in-home entertainment at your 
fingertips provided by the TV and games consoles.  
You also have so many fun games for all the family to 
enjoy.  Don’t forget to keep in touch with everyone via 
Face Time or Skype! 
Enjoy and stay safe, healthy and smiling.
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Lin Le Versha, Director of the Southwold Arts Festival 
has issued the following statement on behalf of the 

Planning Group and the Board of Trustees.

‘It is with great regret that we have decided to cancel the 2020 Southwold Arts Festival. 
(Covid-19) presents a unique challenge and we feel that cancellation is the most responsible action to 
take in these extraordinary circumstances. Thank you so much for you support and we hope that we will 
see you in 2021 - 26th June - 3rd July’. 
The decision was taken only after very careful consideration and having received advice that the 
duration of the Coronavirus could be at least another thirteen weeks. The Planning Group greatly regret 
the disappointment that this will cause, and they are doing all that they can to minimise the impact on all 
concerned. For refunds of tickets purchased: 
Tickets purchased online: Contact Ticket-source direct
Tickets purchased via the Box Office: Contact Southwold Arts Centre: 01502- 722572
Tickets purchase by Festival Friends: A cheque is being sent to you in the post
Information concerning all ticket refunds is available at www.southwoldartsfestival.co.uk

The county council have announced that 
people with bus passes can now use their  

passes earlier than the stated time of 9.30am

 This is to give the older folks and those with 
disabilities access to shops that are opening 

earlier to accommodate them

It is an evolving situation with at least one 
supermarket offering a separate slot for NHS 

staff to be able to do their shopping also.

Worried about long supply chains being broken 
by CV19 and Brexit (remember that)?

All the businesses in the ‘Make it British’ 
directory are small businesses. 

They all manufacture in the UK and they all need 
your support.

Spend your money where it counts at this 
difficult time - shop small, shop local.

www.makeitbritish.co.uk    
Great site - give it a look!

Give me a wilderness whose glance 
no civilisation can endure
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BECCLES ANTIQUES STREET MARKETS & LODDON ANTIQUES FAIRS
Even though KC Fairs & Events have had to postpone some of their 2020 events scheduled this year at 

Beccles and Loddon, rest assured they will be back up and running as soon as the all clear sounds.  In the 
meantime, they wish to pass on their thanks to their traders, suppliers, business associates and customers, 

who have been so supportive and are confident in the knowledge that they will continue.  As soon as they 
are able the events will be up and running, keep your eye on The Bugle and Facebook for updates.

Our Planet
By Zoiyar Cole

Our planet earth has changed so much
Soon there’ll be no high street shops as such.

At the touch of a button we can have any information
These modern-day gadgets have taken over the Nation.
This new technology has brought immense destruction

This earth is full of terrible corruption.
Advanced technology will be our demise

Our world will explode, we’ll be obliterated from the 
skies. MARRIED LIFE A LONG TIME AGO!

We met and married a long time ago
We worked long hours when wages were low

No telly, no bath for times were hard
Just a cold water tap and a walk in the yard.

No holidays abroad, no carpets on floors
We’d coal on the fire and didn’t lock doors
Our children arrived, (no pill in them days)
We brought them up without any state aid.
They were safe going out to play in the park
And old folks could go for a walk in the dark.

No Valium, drugs and no LSD
We cured most of our ill with a good cup of tea

No vandals, no muggings (not much to rob)
We felt we were rich with a couple of bob.

People seemed happier in those far off days
Kinder and caring in so many ways. 

Milkman and paper-boys would whistle and sing
A night at the pictures was quite a mad fling.

We got our share of troubles and strife
But we had to face it - the pattern of life. 

This is what a child’s 
skull looks like 

before it’s lost its 
baby teeth.
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The Elvers have left the Building.
The March meeting of the Blyth Valley and Southwold group took place in 
Wenhaston Village Hall, a new venue for us.
Jez Wood, from the Environment Agency, gave an illustrated talk on 
Eel Conservation in our area. At one time, eels made up to 50% of the 
biomass in our rivers, but numbers suffered a catastrophic decline of 95% 
in the 1980’s, for reasons that are not fully understood. Indeed, little is 

known of the eels’ spawning ground in the Sargasso Sea, as no-one has ever been able to witness what 
happens there.
We learnt about the life cycle of the eel as it leaves the Sargasso as larva, drifting with the Gulf Stream, 
through to the glass eel stage as they reach fresh water. Their later sexual development is triggered entirely 
by density of number. High density results in male development, while low density triggers female growth.  
They build into yellow eels, living in fresh water for 7-10 years, until maturing as silver eels, with much greater 
body weight and length, and with large eyes, and pectoral fins, ready for the long sea voyage riding the 
southerly currents back to the Sargasso Sea to spawn.
Jez talked about the many possibilities that may have contributed to their decline: rising sea temperatures; 
over exploitation; illegal trading; disease, especially from a particularly nasty parasite; pollution – the list 
goes on. Added to that are the many physical barriers now placed in rivers: the weirs, sluices, dams, and 
flood defences; the pumps and water extraction plants that suck eels in, to their doom.
The good news is that much is being done now that the dangers are recognised. Some structures can 
be removed, or bypassed. Others can have tidal flaps installed, or have eel and fish passes created – Jaz 
reminded us that it’s not only eels, salmon and trout that need to migrate, but that all fish need to move 
freely up and down waterways – there are roach in the centre of Norwich. Then there are partners keen 
to support this work, for example, the local Water companies, who have come up with some innovative 
designs to provide eel passages. Eels can be tagged, counted and monitored, to check their progress up 
and down the river systems. There is still a very long way to go, but we were left with a positive feeling that 
the situation is an improving one.    Penny Mansfield.       Contact us at:    swtblythvalley@gmail.com

Did you know...
The chances of dying in a plane crash are only three times higher than being mauled by a puma.
Over 7,000 US citizens die and over 1.5 million impair their health due to illegible doctors’ writing.

Moondust smells of gunpowder.
and finally..  Summer on Neptune is 40 years long and is normally minus 328 degrees F.
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The Art group run by Lorenzo that started a few weeks ago for our families at the 
Pear Tree Centre is going extremely well and feedback from the participants is very 
positive. Well done Lorenzo.
We have been very busy fundraising by having local events, approaching local 
businesses and applying for grants to try and keep ahead of our ever-increasing 
demand to maintain our respite care service. As our numbers grow so does the need 
for more funding, we are currently spending almost £4000 per month and this is a 
difficult sum to maintain. We currently have a regular income from our bi-monthly 

film, Collection Pots around town and the Fill-a-Jar scheme, but this is nowhere near the amount we need, so if 
anyone has any ideas, suggestions, or can consider a legacy this would be very helpful.
The Country and Western evening hosted for us by Ian & Sue at the Triple Plea was a great success and raised 
£635.80 for respite care. Our singer, Gwyn Pritchard, sang for the whole evening going from one song to another 
brilliantly and everybody joined in ensuring a fun night. The evening had an interlude for a cowboy buffet supper 
of sausages, chilli and rice, hot dogs with chips and salad served of course with baked beans. Then there was 
a fun game of lassoing the horns on the bull which made for a great evening, which everybody who came 
enjoyed, so look out for our next fund-raiser. Thank you to all that helped or came to make it a fabulous event.
The Rotary Club of Southwold & District is an avid supporter of 
HdCF and recently Teresa & Jim attended one of their meetings 
to receive a cheque for £550, which is all for respite care and 
was raised through a collection at Halesworth Co-op during 
the run up to Christmas together with donations of foreign coins 
throughout the year and a donation from the Rotary advent 
calendar.  
Thank you to Southwold Rotary for your help and continuing 
support. Thank you to the Co-op and staff and the residents of 
Halesworth that dug deep into their pockets on the day.
Lookout for our new wrist bands at various venues around 
Halesworth, a £2 donation gets you a lovely wristband and shows 
your support. If you have difficulty sourcing our wristbands or 
have an outlet where we could display from contact us on 01986 
875941. Help support us by joining the increasing band of Friends of HdCF and coming to our events

Mystery Photo!    Where and when?
NO PRIZES - ALL FOR FUN - EMAIL US!

TRUSTEE WANTED
A charitable organisation, in the development 

process, urgently needs a third trustee. The 
charity is aimed at assisting; disabled, elderly and 

financially challenged residents of Council/Housing 
Association/Private Rental homes, to maintain their 
gardens/houses as per their rental agreements and 
thus avoid unnecessary evictions and/or bring an 
improvement to the quality of life to those same 

residents.
For more details contact Stan Smith Consultancy 

07800 86 77 42
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Due to unprecedented demand Nationally our 
specialist service is now open in this area.
A dedicated home maintenance service to those 
over 65 and vulnerable adults, wishing to remain in 
their homes.
Unlike any other contractor we undertake, those 
little jobs that so many find difficult to manage, 
together with larger projects, covering all the 
maintenance requirements in the home in the 
home.
Our service is second to none and our helpful 
staff will be pleased to assist and advise on any 
requirements you may be considering or urgent 
works which need prompt and professional 
attention.
Our staff are fully trained, insured and DBS checked, 
as well as members of the Builders and Allied Trades 

Associates, to guarantee you a service which is 
both safe and trusted.
Our ambition is to provide a service, developed 
by recommendation, for being both secure and 
efficient, with works carried out by responsible, 
enthusiastic and caring staff, at a reasonable cost.
Started in 2007 to meet the needs of the older 
generation and grown by demand throughout the 
UK. Many local agencies now work with SCS to assist 
their patients and customers 
At last an opportunity you have been waiting for! 
To “stop that dripping tap, refit the loose curtain rail 
or have a kitchen or bathroom redesigned to meet 
your specific requirements”. We also supply and 
install kitchen appliances, sheds and many other 
products which we offer at very realistic prices.
Please visit our web site, 
www.seniorcitizenservices.co.uk or give us a call on 
0800 246 5425 for any further information.  
We look forward to being of service to you.
Modern methods - Traditional values - Caring - 
Patient - Understanding
Above all we “turn up” and ensure complete 
satisfaction.  See our advert on page 7

ANN GREEN – POP UP SHOP AT ‘I CHAMELEON’  HALESWORTH
First the good news – as we go to press, Ann Green is still hoping to open a pop-up shop for pre-loved 

books at I-Chameleon in the Thoroughfare, Halesworth. The bad news is that with incidences of the Corona 
virus on the rise it may not be possible to open as planned on Thursday 23rd April. Ann says, ‘I have been 
so looking forward to seeing my customers again and finding new homes for lots of lovely books, but as 
The Bugle goes to press it’s just not possible to be sure that will go ahead. If you are coming into town 

especially, please do phone first on 01986 875999 or check the Facebook page for Ann Green Second-
hand Bookshop. Stay safe and well, I hope to see you soon.’
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Win a Meal For Two at Wenhaston Star

Last month’s winner was Tina Packer from Wenhaston  who correctly identified Cybil Shepherd
Her prize will be taken up when The Star re-opens for normal service

The competition is currently suspended as the pub is 
closed. The Star is currently providing drinks to be taken 

away (collected from the door) 
Tel:  01502 478240

No food is currently available

Able Community Care Sunflower Competition
The weather is miserable, and we are being given Coronavirus guidance from many 

different organisations all pointing to possible gloom and doom. So, for a little bit of fun for 
the next few months, enter our Sunflower competition. Able Community Care, a Norfolk 

company, has been ‘growing’ for forty years and as part of our celebrations we are offering 
a tiny packet of free sunflower seeds to anyone entering our Tallest Sunflower Competition. 

There are two categories: Adults and children 16 and under.  
Adult prize is a bouquet of flowers every month for six months, either for yourself or a loved 

one and for children the prize is a £100 Amazon Voucher.
For your free seeds and further details email to info@ablecommunitycare.com

Able Community Care, established in 1980, is a provider of nationwide, Live-in Care Services. 
www.ablecommunitycare.com 
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CANCELLED

20 years of supporting animal rescues
Wetnose Animal Aid was set up in 200.0 by husband 
and wife team Gavin and Andrea Gamby Boulger, 
who saw that small animal rescue centres were 
struggling to keep going. They had run a boarding 
kennels and rescue centre of their own in Hales 
near Loddon, Norfolk but sold the business to 
concentrate on supporting others. Sadly, Gavin 
passed away in 2015 but Andrea continues the 
work with a team of dedicated volunteers. 
She said, ‘We know how stressful and time-
consuming it is to rescue and care for animals, 
whether abandoned pets or wildlife. It’s 24/7 – 
sometimes being called out in the middle of the 
night, sometimes with hourly feeding, sleepless 
nights and no chance of a break. These people 
are heroes who don’t look for awards, just happy 
outcomes for the creatures in their care.’
Andrea and her volunteers have visited many of the 
rescuers and seen their hard work and dedication 
for themselves. She said: ‘These small rescue centres 
are often under the charity radar – they get no 
Government help, no media coverage, no celebrity 
endorsements and they struggle to get sponsorship 
or donations because every waking hour is 
dedicated to saving animals.  Wetnose can make 
all the difference, whether by buying them food 
and bedding, a much-needed piece of equipment 

or by helping them pay a high vet’s bill. Our files 
are full of success stories but there are always more 
animals in need of our help, from hedgehogs to 
horses, from dogs, cats and rabbits to barn owls, 
blue-tits and badgers.’
Currently, Wetnose are trying to raise extra money 
for the rescue centres affected by the recent 
floods – as well as taking in more abandoned and 
desperate animals they have lost food supplies 
and bedding in the wet weather.  When asked why 
she helps animals and not people, Andrea said,  
‘Quite rightly, a great deal of publicity and money 
is devoted to alleviating human suffering, but 
when money is tight more animals are abandoned 
or injured and yet less money comes in to help 
them. We will continue to do all we can to raise 
awareness and funds to assist those hard-working 
animal rescues.’ 
Money is raised through sponsorship, donations, 
events and social media auctions; Wetnose also run 
a charity shop at 14 Hungate, Beccles Suffolk where 
donations of clean clothing, jewellery and bric a 
brac are welcome. www.wetnoseanimalaid.com  
Please send any cheques to 
Wetnose Animal Aid Ltd, 
2 Wells Terrace, Bungay Road, Stockton, Norfolk 
NR34 0HR.

  Wetnose Animal Aid 

Until we stop harming all other living beings, we are still savages.  Thomas Jefferson
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Roadworks
Recently I have passed two lots of roadworks 
as I have driven my car around the Lowestoft & 
Beccles area.  Both road-works’ have one side of 
the road blocked off and traffic lights set up.    The 
first one had nothing going on apart from a works 
van parked behind the bollards. Explanations on a 
postcard please!
Selfish Panic Buyers Disgrace This Country
The ugly face of Britain has been revealed, as a 
certain section of what we loosely call ‘society’ 
adopts a ‘me first’ selfish attitude, clearing 
supermarket shelves and stockpiling food and other 
so-called essentials.  Now these stupid and selfish 
people know who they are.  The ones who loaded 
trolleys with enough toilet rolls to satisfy the British 
Army and enough hand sanitiser to fill a small lake.  
Well done, you may have denied the elderly, as 
well as families and those more vulnerable than 
you the chance to have enough to last them 
through this ‘crisis’.  But the truth of the matter is, you 
don’t care.  It’s a ‘me first’ attitude that at best is 
despicable and at worst plain nasty.  
Governments Stink!
Whistle-blower Julian Assange is in court in the UK to 
decide whether he should be extradited to the US 
to face bogus charges of espionage.  He was not 
allowed to communicate with his lawyer and sat 
in a glass box away from his legal representatives.  
That is NOT justice - not at all. 
The USA diplomat involved in an accident that killed 
a teenager flees to the states immediately claiming 
diplomatic immunity.  Trump says she won’t be sent 
back to the UK.
Assange told the journalistic truth about US troops 
murdering of ordinary citizens abroad.  There is 
nothing to extradite him for.  Many years ago, 
Obama stated that whistle-blowers were heroes 
and truth seekers who should be protected. - 
Obviously it doesn’t apply if you tell the public 
about wrongdoings of the US military.
We should tell Trump that we are not going to send 
an innocent man to the US as a victim of a witch 
hunt, when the US cannot send a woman back to 

the UK who was involved in a hit and run that killed 
one of our citizens.  Tell Trump the answer is NO.  It is 
time we grew a pair I think.
Body Can Only Do So Much
The advert on the telly with a slim girl peddling 
away like a loony on a bike with no wheels and 
linked on line to an instructor who is constantly 
yelling about going faster and sweating more, 
reminded me of a Chinese doctor who recently 
stated “Heart only good for so many beats.”  He 
held the opinion that racing your heart fit to burst, 
regularly and for long periods of 20 minutes or more 
was indeed foolish.  You will wear your heart out by 
the time you are 50!  Similarly think of the pounding 
levels of unnatural exercise you are giving all your 
joints. Were they built for this level of heavy exercise 
so regularly?
And what, pray tell, is the reason so many people 
feel that they need to do this?  Is it the constant 
badgering to be thin in social media, magazines, 
films and TV?  Could it be in part that people today 
sit at computers for too long, watch TV too much, 
eat the wrong foods - and too often?  Perhaps it is 
a combination of all those things.  As an old geezer 
I remember walking a mile to work at 15 and of 
course,  a mile home again.  Today people take the 
car everywhere, even on short trips.  We walked or 
biked. We ate good home cooked food with pure 
ingredients and the only ‘fast food’ we ever had 
was Fish & Chips once a week!  My Mother & Grand 
Mother prepared and baked their own pies, cakes 
and roast dinners.  There weren’t any supermarkets 
with their processed food made from goodness 
knows what - and life was all the healthier for it.  The 
only gym in town was actually just a boxing gym, 
which being a wimp, I never went near! 
Finally
I remember Corona when it was a soft drink 
delivered house to house on a lorry in glass deposit 
bottles.  It was a nationwide favourite and I 
remember too when Britvic took them over and 
declared that Corona was safe with them.  One 
year later Corona was gone forever - another victim 
of the globalisation curse.
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Southwold Town Council to Move Ahead 
with Regeneration Plans for Station Yard

At a public meeting held at the Methodist Church 
Hall on 10 March 2020, Southwold Town Council 
agreed to revise its plans for an Enterprise Hub, with 
a convenience store, at Station Yard. The new plan 
will include some workshop space. This decision 
was reached after a long, detailed and careful 
consideration of an alternative development proposal 
based on seeking to retain a garage.
    The alternative proposal grew out of a petition filed 
with the Council in November 2019. The petition sought 
a pause in redevelopment so that other options 
could be considered. The Town Council agreed to 
set up a task force to devise an alternative proposal 
and provided a budget of £1k to help with business 
planning.
    The work of the Task and Finish Group, first presented 
to the Council on 14 January, was considered at 
several public meetings held in January, February 
and March. An important consideration throughout 
was the impact of any alternative scheme on the 
Town’s ability to retain a £1m grant from the Coastal 
Communities’ Fund. Awarded in September 2019, the 
grant allocates £800k towards the cost of building the 
Enterprise Hub, which is expected to generate around 
70 jobs. The remainder is to employ a three-person 
economic development team to help all of the Town’s 
independent businesses that are struggling from the 
triple impact of high rents and rates and lack of year 
round footfall, due to a shrinking number of full time 
residents.
    The Council’s evaluation of the alternative proposal 
was guided by the Town Strategy, adopted in Autumn 
2019. This calls for the Town Council to provide 
leadership and direction “with honesty and integrity, 
without fear or favour, whilst recognising its social 
responsibility to the community as a whole.” As with 
all other financial decisions, the alternative proposal 
was scrutinised for its suitability, acceptability, feasibility 
and risk.
   On 10 March, the Council focused on the financial 
risk of retaining a garage on the site. Members of the 
public were given an opportunity to ask questions 
before and after Councillors discussed the issues.

After analysing data supplied by the Task and Finish 
Group for three different options to retain a garage, 
its business planning consultant advised that all 
three options would generate a negative return on 
investment of between minus £945,000 and minus 
£1.74 million. Bearing in mind the cost of building 
each scheme, which ranged from £2 million to £2.79 
million, this would mean that the Town Council, over 
time, would lose about half of the money that it had 
invested.
   “Regrettably, no matter which way we examined 
the schemes, the numbers just did not stack up,” Town 
Mayor Ian Bradbury said. “The majority of Councillors 
could not support putting the Town’s finances at risk. 
They were looking at a situation where the Council, at 
the very least, might end up having to raise the annual 
Precept.”
   The Mayor explained, “The Task and Finish Group 
made a considerable effort and the Council worked 
hard to accommodate their strongly held view that 
it was vital for the town to retain a garage business. 
However, our obligation is to do what is best for the 
whole of the Town. Although there are many residents 
who value the services of a garage, many residents do 
not use this facility. Moreover, we were advised that if 
we went ahead with any of the alternative options, we 
could lose the Coastal Communities Grant. That would 
be harmful to all of the other independent businesses 
in the town.”
   The semi-derelict Station Yard site is now occupied 
by two separate garage businesses working out of 
industrial sheds that are in poor condition; some date 
back to the 1920s when the Town Council rented the 
land to the Eastern Omnibus Company for use as a 
depot and workshops. For at least nineteen years, the 
Town Council has had plans to redevelop this land. In 
2014, the Town Council commissioned architects to 
draw up a design framework for the entrance to the 
Town.
   The opportunity for the Town Council to begin work 
on the land that it owns came in 2019 when the Town 
was awarded the Coastal Communities’ Fund grant.
Ian Bradbury Town Mayor

The older I get, the less I care about what people think of me.  
Therefore the older I get, the more I enjoy life 

The word LISTEN contains the same letters as SILENT
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Dear Bugle
Your “Grumpy Old Man” bemoans that “our rail network 
is in a sorry state with train companies in private foreign 
ownership”. He is factually wrong and missing the point. 
Most of our rail operators are fully or partly state-owned 
-- but not by the British state. The French, German, Dutch, 
Italian and Hong Kong state railways (all of which are 
subsidised by their own governments) either own or have 
large stakes in 23 out of the 31 UK rail operators. And they 
are all subsidised by our government -- in other words, UK 
taxpayers. The UK state operates just three. One of those 
is the London Underground (a special case) and the 
other two are nationalised only because the franchises 
have collapsed and no-one can be found who wants to 
take them over.
Just to give one local example, Greater Anglia is 
operated by Abellio, which is wholly owned by the 
Dutch state railway company Nederlandse Spoorwege 
(although in 2017 Abellio offloaded 40 per cent of the 
franchise to a Japanese multinational, Mitsui). A similar 
pattern is repeated all over the country.
People often believe it was Mrs Thatcher who privatised 
our railways. Not so, she wisely left them alone; the 
culprit was her successor John Major, who bungled it 
completely. A quarter of a century later, with one of 
the worst-performing and expensive railways in the 
world, surely it is time for us to reform our fractured and 
inefficient rail service as a single coherent operation 
owned and run by the UK state on behalf of the UK 
people.
Bernie Corbett. Lowestoft

Dear Bugle
I was in the Superdrug queue today and a gentleman 
in the queue in front of me was blowing his nose and 
coughing. As one does, I moved away slightly as I didn’t 
want to catch a cold. He turned round and said “I have 
the Coronavirus!” I replied “I really don’t think that’s 
clever or helpful in the present situation.” The nice people 
on the till were shocked and said what a ridiculous, 
thoughtless thing to say. We all agreed that whilst not 
everyone is worried about the virus, most people have 
heard about the Coronavirus and are concerned.
Yours Julia King

Dear Bugle
I hear many people grumbling about the number of 
charity shops springing up in our troubled town centres 
– and at times it does seem as if they are among the 
few outlets that are thriving. ‘No wonder they’re so 

successful,’ people complain, ‘when they have free 
stock, volunteer staff, lower taxes and outgoings…’ and I 
used to agree. But since being semi-retired I’ve helped in 
a couple of local charity shops and I’ve seen a number 
of benefits beside the obvious one of raising money for 
good causes.
Recycling – in our throwaway society, those donated 
clothes and goods are given another useful life instead 
of being sent to landfill.  • Prices – people can buy all 
kinds of things cheaper, often new or nearly new and at 
a fraction of the retail price. It’s a great help for people 
on low income. • Social  - charity shops are often run on a 
fairly relaxed basis, not corporate and busy, so customers 
can browse and chat with staff, sometimes it might be 
the only human interaction they have that day. • Social 
2 – the staff themselves may be in need of company and 
a place to go. Some are retired and live alone or may 
be unable to work long hours due to health problems, or 
they may be looking for work and keeping up their skills. 
• Publicity – as well as raising money for the charity, the 
shop can distribute leaflets and information for anyone 
who might need help or who may never have heard of 
the good work being done to alleviate suffering.
So let’s embrace our charity shops, give them our 
unwanted (clean and useful) items, and be thankful for 
the huge army of volunteers who are doing all this good 
work whether it be for humans or animals, on a local or 
global scale.  
Ann Green

Dear Bugle
I saw a recent report in the local paper that voiced 
concerns about the amount of London folk descending 
on Southwold to escape the Corona Virus.  They say that 
60% of homes in Southwold are second/holiday homes 
and that alone is a cause for worry.(More like 80%)
I was in our local farm shop recently and was amazed at 
the number of Chelsea Tractors and flash cars in the car 
park.  The Notting Hill brigade had descended on it like a 
plague of locusts.
They were running around filling their vehicles with sack 
after sack of potatoes like they had just won the lottery 
and grinning like Cheshire cats.  
I wish nobody any ill will but I can’t help thinking these 
selfish people didn’t need the countless sacks of spuds 
they were ferreting away gleefully and I remember 
thinking that perhaps they should just go home and leave 
the spuds for the locals who need them.    
Name and address supplied.   
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HSNGR  
HALESWORTH TO SOUTHWOLD NARROW GAUGE RAILWAY

Dedicated to re-creating Halesworth’s lost railway 
Society volunteers have been very lucky with the winter weather (except for the three major storms!), And 
therefore able to get on well with a number of Projects.  On the RFS locomotive, our two intrepid engineers, 
Harry and Alan, have been spending a great deal of time underneath, and have now re-furbished and re-fitted 
the main air brake cylinder.  There was a lot of putting it on, taking it off, repeat, as the original specification 
was unclear (it had been seized on for a couple of decades) – but it now works (it’s always useful to have some 
way of stopping a 15-tonne loco!).  Now efforts move to the shuttle valve (which regulates the air pressure and 
direction) – as always with this loco, it’s almost completely inaccessible.  Meanwhile, the team will be building 
more track, to test the loco and stock properly.
    Wagon 1 for the loco shed site display is complete except for finishing the lettering.  Coach 1, destined to be 
the first passenger coach – is dismantled for re-gauging (from 2’6” to 3’), with the wheel-sets at the Mid-Suffolk 
to be widened.  The points project at the Folly awaits the availability of a large trailer, as the original rails (owned 
by the Millennium Green) will need to be transported to the workshop so they can be “married” to the rest of 
the point:  a complex and awkward task, which has probably never been done before on any railway.  The last 
12 sleepers and their rails, on Project 1, await the ending of virus restrictions:  all the sleepers have now been 
sponsored.  Therefore, we are now opening opportunities to sponsor Project 2 (the point and its related trackage) 
– although points obviously cost a lot more than plain track, the rails and related equipment have already been 
bought by the two Co-Chairmen – so the same £35.00 per sleeper will cover ballast, membrane, groundwork, 
and – hopefully – fencing.  This new Project is now called “Bird’s Quarry Junction”, as it incorporates the junction 
between the quarry branch and the locomotive shed.  
    During late February, the team finally managed, with great difficulty, to complete the removal of the tonne-
or-so of ivy, earth and other vegetation from the roof of the Blythburgh Station goods shed, the restoration of 
which is our main 2020 task - with the permission 
of the owner, Sir Charles Blois.  One quarter of the 
roof was completely absent after the ivy went, the 
corrugated sheets having rusted to nothing:  that 
corner, the most exposed to the wind and rain, 
is now extensively propped and supported by 
timber struts and acrow props, and thus survived 
the storms.       The two very large ivy “trees” 
which were destroying the fabric at each end 
are now also removed.  All work on vegetation 
was completed before the birds’ nesting season 
started.  The next task (after clearing the site) 
is to do groundwork, filling the large hole inside 
the building, and levelling up outside, and then 
mending or replacing the rotten timbers – the 
rafters, purlins, and both top and base plates.  
   Because of advice on Covid-19, all work parties 
and meetings have been cancelled until further 
notice.  We hope we can re-convene in summer:  
At present, we still plan to run our Model Show at the Rifle Hall in Halesworth on August 15th. 
Ken Penrose and James Hewett, Co-Chairmen

The team with the uncovered 
Blythburgh Station goods shed
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